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216 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

you would obtain i1t. To which he anfwered, moft un-
doubtedly. ~ So that your having yet had no anfwer to it,
I am convinced, proceeds only from his grace’s hurry. 1
believe he has at prefent bufinefs enough upon his hands,

I thank you heartily for the letters you have procured
the boy for Naples: he is now fo well recovered, that he
is gone to Venice, where he will ftay till the middle of
September, and then proceed to Naples. My head will
not allow me to write any more ; 1t is my heart adds, that
lam faithfully

Yours,

LET T ER.  LV]

T T HE §& ME,

London, March 30, O. 8. 1750.
DEAR DA‘."RDLLES,

YO U R figns of life came very feafonably to convince
me, that the concern you were in at leaving your dear
country had not putanend toit. 1| happened to relate
very properly the agonies [ faw you in at leaving England,
in company, ‘where a lady feemed to think that fhe was
the caufe of them, She inquired minutely into the degre¢
and nature of them ; fpoke of them with tendernefs and
compaflion, though fhe confefled a quarrel with you for
three days before you went away, which had broke off all
communication between you. To this I anlwered, like
your god-father, that to part with her, would have been
fufficient caule for your grief ; but to part with her of-
fended and incenfed, more than juftified the defpair I ob-
ferved in you. I obliged her at laft to confefs, that (he
wifhed fhe had {een you the day before you went. Make
yout moft of thefe informations in your next letter to her.
You fourd Holland juft as you left it, that is to fay, in
the fame ftate of infolvency and confufion. I fear it will
be foon worle, if my f{ufpicions are founded; for I have
good reafon to fufpet, that your rulers are wild enough
to
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to think of engaging in a new war. It is now beginning
in the North, and though publicly it is difcouraged, pri-
vately it is encouraged, not only in Holland, but e//ewlere.
The czarina will, I am convinced, foon ftrike the firft blow.
The court of Vienna hopes that the king of Pruflia will
ftrike the fecond, and give them a pretence to ftrike the
third. If France does not interpofe, the king of Prufiia is
demolifhed. If France does, it can only be by way of diver-
fion, in falling upon the queen of Hungary ; and that will
neceflarily be in Flanders, which, it is hoped and believed,
will force the maritime powers to take a part. Bentinck *;
now at Vienna, could tell us more of this if he pleafed.

I have not heard one word about Mr. Harte (4), which
makes me believe that I fhall not. He fhall be no lofer,
however, and other people no gainers, by the refufal.

Mr. Durand brought me a letter from my baron, full of
complaints of his health. Make my compliments, and
tell him that he fhall hear from me {oon.

On Thurfday fevennight the parliament rifes, and the
Tuefday following his majefty fets out for Hanover. 'The
regency is at laft fettled, and the duke not to be one.

Adieu, mon aher enfant, foyez perfuadé que je vous aimerat
towjours. (Adien, my dear friend, be perfuaded I ever
fhall love you.)

* Comte Bentinck, feigneur de Roon, of the college of nobles, in
the province of Holland.
(a) Lord Chefterfield had applied to obtain a prebend of Windfor for

E‘Ir. Harte, then with his fon, and met with unexpeéted difficulties and
elays.
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