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218 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

LET T ER-_IVA
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London, April 14, O. S. 1750.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I COULD not refule this recommendation of a
virtugfa to a virtunfp. The girl is really a prodigy ; but
{ometimes a prodigy without a puff will not do = Your
hearing her once, and your puffing her afterwards, is all
that fhe defires;  The great point 1s to get the princefs of
Orange to hear her, which fhe thinks will make ber for-
tune. Even the great Handel has deigned to recommend
her there, {o that a word from your honor will be fufficient.
Adieu.
Yours faithfully,
CHESTERFIELD,

17 F-T"T E'R LV

T O THE S A ME.

London, April 27, O. S. 1750
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I A M two letters in your debt; but as I knew that you
were rambling, 1 did not know where to tender the pay-
ment.

By this time it is probable that you are re-eftablifhed at
the Hague. Had an unhappy foreigner been obliged to
pafs as many days at Plymouth as you pafled at Calais, how
admirably he would have diverted himfelf, and how po-
litely he would have been received | whereas, 1 dare fay,
you pafled your time very well at Calais, in cafe you were
not too much an Englifhman to think fo.

It is very true, that, after a feries of difficulties, which,
I believe, were never made before upon fo trifling an oc-

cafion,
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cafion, Mr. Harte has at laft got a prebend of Windfor. 1
am moft extremely glad of it; for that debt being now
paid; I owe no man living any thing. As itis neceflary
that he fhould come over here, to take pofleffion of his
ftall, T have dire€ted him to bring the boy to Paris, and to
fix bim in la Gueriniere’s academy there. * ® * * ¥

When he arrives at Paris, I will fend him a letter of
recommendation & fon excellence, madame de Berkenroodt
valeat quantym. In-all events, it will be a good houfe for
him to frequent.  #ous y mettrez du vitre auffi, s'il vous
plait, (you will contribute to it, if you pleafe) by writing a
word or two in his favour to the lady, or her hufband, or
both.

Comte Obdam’s fale, I fuppofe, draws near, at which,
pray, buy me fuch buftoes and vafes as you fhall find are
univerfally allowed to be both antique and fine, at fuch
rates as you fhall think reafonable ; in the whole, you may
go as far as two hundred pounds, if the objetts are curions
and worth it.

Shall you not be furprized, if, at your return here, you
find a pendant for your Rubens, full as large, and by a
flill greater mafter ? 1 have reafon to believe that will be
the cafe, and then I fhall undoubtedly have two of the
moft capital pi@ures in England of thofe two great maf-
ters.  For the virtuofi here now unanimoufly confefs, that
all the Rubenfes in England muft ftrike to mine,

I believe, as you fay, that you found things in the United
Provinces juft as you left them, a great deal talked of, and
nothing done. However, they would do well to confider,
that in their fituation, not to advance, is to go backwards.
You may depend upon it, that whatever you may have
heard faid to the contrary, war was the original defign,
and the Pruflian bear-fkin was again {cantled out upon
paper ; but the ftrong declarations and indeed preparati-
ons of France on one hand, and the apprehenfions, which
Ruffia on the other had juft reafons to entertain of the
Turk, have refpetively obliged cerzamn powers to put
water in their wine; and I now verily believe that the
North will clear up, and fettle for fome time in peace. * 5

Pray, make my compliments to my baron, to whom [
owe a letter, which [ have not paid, for mere want of
fpecie, Is he got to his own houfe again ? Surely it has

undergone
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undergone luftrations enough to be fufficiently purified for
his reception. Every thing here is juft as you left it. 1
am, and ever fhall be {o, with regard to you : ¢¢ff tout
dire 3 bon foir, mon enfant.

S el b e o LSREH 5 5 y
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THE S A M E,

London, May 25, O S. 1740.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I FIND your journey through Flanders has been,
like every man’s journey through the world, fome good
and fome bad; but upon the whole; it was as wellas being |
at the Hague. By whar you obferved, it is evident that '
the court of Vienna will not lay out a fhilling upon the |
barrier towns, but throw that burthen, as they do every
other, upon the maritime powers, faying that they get
nothing by Flanders, but that it is our bufinefs to take
care of it, 1 am an Auftrian in my politics, and would |
fupport that -houfe if I could : but then I would be their
ally, not their bubble ; their friend, but not their victim.
With your leave, fir, it is none of Boden’s trumpery that
is to hang over againft the Rubens, but a holy family, the
matter-piece of Titian, for which the late regent had agreed
to give forty thoufand livres to the chapter of Rheims. It
was accordingly fent him ; but when it arrived at Paris, |
he was dead and gone, not to the holy family I believe.
His fon, the prefent duke of Orleans, chofe rather to re-
turn the picture than the money; the chapter was obliged
to take it back, and there it remained ever fince. I ac-
cidentally heard of this, and that the chapter was fpecial
poor, upon which I determined to try what I could do,
and 1 have fucceeded. As this picture was brought from
Italy by the famous cardinal de Lorraine, after he had
been at the council of Trent, and given by him to the
cathedral
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