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232 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

L E - TOTPaE s R & EXNIH.

., TO THE SAME.
London, March 17, O. S. 1752.

DEAR DAYROLLES,

t ic‘ ERE you half the ceconomift you are fuppofed to
be, you would not pay for my letters, but return them
to the poftman. If they only tell you, that Iam your
fincere friend and fervant, they tell you nothing new.
You have known it long, and the repetition of that affu-
rance is not worth the fhilling it cofts you. Any news,
they can tell you, will, I fear, not be new news, and
nothingz 1s fo dull as old news. Frefh virgin news, whe-
ther of a public or a private nature, does not come to my
fhare; noris it the object of my enquiries.

The chapter of the garter, as I dare fay you already
know, was held laft Friday. - I was at it, and fo was at
leaft half thetown. The countefs of Coventry appear-
ed as fuch, for the firft time, at the chapter, and was af-
terwards prefented to the king, and, in the news-papet
ftyle, met with a moft gracious reception.

The king fets out  for Hanover as foon as ever he can,
and that, I believe, will be within three weeks. Much
bufinefs is intended to be done at Hanover this year : the
eleCtion of the king of the Romans is to be attempted,
which, I think, will now meet with very great difficul-
ties, and two years ago would have meet with none.
France and Pruffia have had time to work againft it, and
I fear with fuccefs, at leaft with fo much, that it will now
be the moft contefted, and the moft important affair, that
hath happened thefe many years. It muft have great,
and God knows what, confequences. Franceis able,
but, I hope, at prefent not inclined, to quarrel. The
houfe of Auftria is always inclined to quarrel, though
feldom able. The king of Pruffia is inclined to fear
~Ruflia ; but Ruffia is inclined to Englith fubfidies,
which England capnot pay, and without which he
will not fear Ruflia. The republic of the Vnited Pro-
vinces is totally impotent, Three of the ele@ors will
: ' = proteft

T U——— . . TR | p—

3

S 4




O HIS FRIENDS. BOOKII. LET. LXVIIL LXIX. 233

proteft againft the other fix, and the princes will proteft
againtt all the eleCtors, as to the queftion an. This
great bufinefs will engrofs the attention of all Europe
this year ; fo that, I believe, the barriére and the tarif will
be pretty much neglected till the next. In the mean
time, [ advife you and Mr. Mitchell to divert yourfelves as
well as ever you can at Bruffels. But whenever youdo pro-
ceed to bufinéfs, remember to put the Dutch minifters in
the front of the battle, and fuftain them in every thing. As
they are the moft immediately concerned, you may truft
to them as to their demands ; but then you muft take care
to fupport them with fo much vigor, that wherever they
fail, as in many points they will, they may not lay the
blame, which they would be willing enough to do, upon
the flacknefs and indifference of the Englifh commiffaries,
which would hurt you both here.

My compliments to madame Dayrolles ; and {fo we bid

heartily farewell.
ok

E T R LK,
TO THE SAME
London, April 17, O.8. 1952

DEARDAYROLLES,

I DID not expeét to have heard from you fo foon, well
knowing the variety of trifling bufine(s, which always
takes up more time than great bufinefs, that you mufl
have been plagued with of late. I wifh you joy of your
good delivery fromit, * * * *

I am very glad to hear, that the election of the King
of the Romansis in fo fair a way. It tends eventually ta
preferve the peace of Europe, which, I am fure, IS Very
neceflary for this country in particular. Pray, let meknow
as foon as you know, when and where that elettion 1
likely to be. My reafon for thus interciting myfelf, as
to the time and place of it is upon account. of my boy,

who,
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