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O HIS FRIENDS. BOOKII. LET. LXVIIL LXIX. 233

proteft againft the other fix, and the princes will proteft
againtt all the eleCtors, as to the queftion an. This
great bufinefs will engrofs the attention of all Europe
this year ; fo that, I believe, the barriére and the tarif will
be pretty much neglected till the next. In the mean
time, [ advife you and Mr. Mitchell to divert yourfelves as
well as ever you can at Bruffels. But whenever youdo pro-
ceed to bufinéfs, remember to put the Dutch minifters in
the front of the battle, and fuftain them in every thing. As
they are the moft immediately concerned, you may truft
to them as to their demands ; but then you muft take care
to fupport them with fo much vigor, that wherever they
fail, as in many points they will, they may not lay the
blame, which they would be willing enough to do, upon
the flacknefs and indifference of the Englifh commiffaries,
which would hurt you both here.

My compliments to madame Dayrolles ; and {fo we bid

heartily farewell.
ok

E T R LK,
TO THE SAME
London, April 17, O.8. 1952

DEARDAYROLLES,

I DID not expeét to have heard from you fo foon, well
knowing the variety of trifling bufine(s, which always
takes up more time than great bufinefs, that you mufl
have been plagued with of late. I wifh you joy of your
good delivery fromit, * * * *

I am very glad to hear, that the election of the King
of the Romansis in fo fair a way. It tends eventually ta
preferve the peace of Europe, which, I am fure, IS Very
neceflary for this country in particular. Pray, let meknow
as foon as you know, when and where that elettion 1
likely to be. My reafon for thus interciting myfelf, as
to the time and place of it is upon account. of my boy,

who,
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who, I am détermined, ﬂﬂll be at it ; and I would adjuft
the other parts of my plan for his motions, to that cir
cumftance. He is to leave Paris in about fix weeks, and
to go through the courts upon the Rhine in his way to
Hanover, where I did not propofe ‘“i% arrival till Septem-
ber. Butif the ele€tion fhould be {ooner, he muft be
there fooner, becaufe he is to go to th'lr clection in the
Juite of one of the king’s eleCtoral ambafladors, the only
way, in which ftrangers, who are otherwife excluded the
town upon that occaﬁon, can fee that ceremony. Next
March, he fhall make his court to you at Bruflels fora
month or two, where I will beg of you to employ him in
your bureau, in the things of no importance, and alfo that
you will make him read thofe pieces, and give him thofe
verbal inftructions, which may put hith au fart of the
affairs of the Zm.rﬂc ¢ and the zarif.

[ am oF your opimon, that your conferences upnn thefe
points will break up, as they have often done already, se-
mfecta §.  Nay,. confidering the refolution, which you
think is taken, of making Flanders once more a commer-
cial country, it will be well if infenfibly the Schelde be
nntnpenrd, and Lhe port of Antwer P reftored, like that
of Dunkirk, though contrary to treaties; That would be
the laft finithing ftroke to the commerce of the United
Provinces, and would exrrcmd}' affect ours

I have been ¢ 1\11'3111L‘E}” deaf, and muhqmm]\a extremes
ly dull, this laft fortnight. I am fomething better now,
mouoh far from bmuo reftored to my former hk‘liil.g-
As I'have no cold, nor any bodily diforder to afcribe this
deafnefs to, as Iwnpro'n'lticai rmiy, it makes me the
more uneafy, by reviving in my thoughts my ftrong here-
ditary right to it ; a ught, which, as I do not indefeafibly
allow even in kings, I would by no means exert as a pri-
vate man, but would very wnimgly part with 1t to any
minifter, to whom hearing is often difagreeable, or to
any fn;. woman, to whom it is often dangerous. But;
whether deaf or dumb, blind, or 1ame, for I am come to
the period, at which one has only one’s chance of differs
entills, I fhall be invariably and fincerely,

Yours,
Ce

§ Which aGualiy prowd to be the cafe,
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