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London, Sept. 15, 1752.

DEAR DAYROLLES,

IN the firlt place 1 make my compliments to my god-
fon, who, I hope, fucks and fleeps heartily, and evacuates
pmpf:rl\,, which is all that can yet be defired or ex-
pe¢ted from him. Though you, like a prudent father,
I find, carry your thoughts a great deal farther, and
are already forming the plan of his educatien, you have
ftill time to confider of it; but yet not fo much as peo-
plc cnmmmﬂ) think, for I am very fure that children are
capable of a certain degree of education, long bfforetllev

are commonly thmwnt to be fo. At a yearanda ha
eld, I am pe rimdr.ci that a child might be made to com-
prchend the injuftice of terturing flies and ftrangling
birds; whereas they are -::nmm'ml} encouraged in both,
and their hearts hardened by habit. There is anothet
thing, which as your family is, I fuppofe, conftituted,
may e taught him very early, and fave him trouble and
you expence, I mean languages. You have certainly
fome French fervants, men or maids, in your houfe.
Let them be chiefly about him, when he is fix or feven
months older, and {peak nothmrr but French to him,
while you and Madame Dayrolles Fptak nothing to him
but Englith ; by which means thofe two hnf‘rllflpfs will be
equally familiar to him. By the time that he is three
years old, he will be too heavy and too active for a maid
to carry, or to follow him; and one of your footmen
muft neceflarily be appointed to attend him. Let that
footman be a Saxon, who fpeaks nothing but German,
and who will of courfe teach him German without any
trouble. A Saxon footman cofts no more than one of
any other country, and you have two or three years to
provide }omﬁl[ with one upon a vacancy. German
will, I-fear, be always a ufeful language for an Englith-
man to Luow and it is a very difficult one to 1&.111 aiy
ther
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other way than by habit. Some filly people will, I am
fure, tell you that you will confound the poor child fo
with thefe different languages, that he will jumble them
all together and {peak no one well ; and this will be true
for five or {ix years; but then he will feparate them of
himfelf, and {peak them all perfectly. This plan, Iam fure,
1s a right one for the firft f{even years; and before the ex-
piration of that time, we will think farther.

My boy has been a good while at Hanover : he
kiffed the King’s hand, which was all I expected or de-
fired. Vifage de bois, you take for granted, ez c’etort dans
les formes. But the Duke of Newcaftle has been moft ex-
ceffively kind and friendly to him; had him always to
dine with him even en famille. * * * * * Tam real-
ly moft extremely obliged to the duke of Newcaftle, and
will thew him that I am fo, if ever I have an opportunity.
He is now gone to Br unfwi nck, and from thence goes to
pafs the carnival at Berlin : he will kifs your hands at
Bruflels in March or April, unle(s an election of a king of
the Romans fhould call him to Frankfort; for I cannot
help thinking, notwithftanding what I read in the news
Papers, and what you hint in your laft, but that there
will be a king of the Romans elected before it ‘is long,
That affair has been too eagerly and publicly parfued
to be now dropped without Tidicule and difgrace. At
bottom, the court of Vienna muft earneftly wifh it, and
its pretended indifference was merely to throw the whole
expence upon us. We have been haggling all this time
about it with the court of Vienna, which, I fuppofe, will
at laft be prevailed with to do fomething, and we fhall,
according to cuftom, do all the ret. The eletors, who
are to be paid for it, as thofe of Palatine and Cologne,
will be paid in a few ducats, and a great many guineas.

I leave my hermitageat Blackheath next week for Bath,
where I am to bathe and and pump my head; but' I
doubt it is with deaf people as with poets, when the head
muft be pumped, little good comes of it. However,
I will try every thing, juft as I take a chance in every
lottery, not expecting the great prize, but only to be
within the poffibility of having it. My compliments to
madame Dayrolles.  Adjen, mon cher enfant.

C.
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