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'TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK. IL LET. LXXIX. 247

L-E- T T E R LXIX,
TO THE S§AME.

London, Feb. 16, 1753.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

IT is true that I have been long filent, and am, con-
trary to cuftom, two letters in your debt. I would have
paid better, had my fpscie been better ; but it is really fo
bad, that it would be both impudent and fraudulent in
me to pretend to give it currency. But fince you will
take it, for the fake of him, whofe image and infcription
it wears, you fhall have it, and with_my wifhes that it
were better.

I orow deafer, and confequently more j/6/¢ from fociety
every day. I can now fay of the world as the man n
Hamlet, W hat is Hecuba to me, or I to Hecuba 2 My beft
withes, however, will attend my friends, though all my
hopes have left me. I have in vain tried a thoufand
things, that have done others good in the like cafe, and
will go on trying, having fo little to lofe, and fo much to
get. 'The chapter of knowledge is a very fhort, but the
chapter of accidentsisa very long one: I will keep dip-
ping in it ; for fometimes a concurrence of unknown and
unforefeen circumftances, in the medicine and the difeals,
may produce an unexpected and lucky hit. But no more
of myfelf ; that felf, as now circumftanced, being but a
difagreeable fubjeét to us both.

I am very glad to hear that my godfon flourithés, 1
hope he is very noify and very active, which, at his age,
are the only {ymptoms of health and parts. b

I believe you are not at all forry, forin your cafe T know
Ifhould not, that your great men have taken your negoci-
ations out of your hands. It fecures you minifters of
fubordinate rank from any blame, in what{oever manner
the negociations may be concluded, if eyer they are con-
cluded at all. The credit or the blame will be theirs, the
appointments e atfendant are yours. Adien, my dear
Dayrolles, I am, moft warmly and affeCtionately,

Youts,
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