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248 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

Lo ES PRl R TR
TO THE SAME.
London, March 13, 1753,

DEAR DAYROLLES,

N N E T HINE S very lucky for you
inferior minifters, that thofe de la premitre wolée * have
taken the work off your hands ; for the blame, which
always exceeds the honor in thafe affairs, will be theirs
too. A good tariff, if we can get one, would be a good
thing ; but for the barrigre, I could with that there were
no treaty at all, and that the Dutch would, as they ea-
fily might, make their own interior barriére impenetrable,
and leave the care of Flanders entirely to the houfe of
Auftria, who would, in that cafe, take care of it, not-
withftanding all they give out concerning it, as that itis
an expence to them, and only of ufe to the maritime
powers, ‘T'hey know the contrary, and they know that
it is the fingle point of union between them and the ma-
ritime powers, a connection which they would be very
forry to lofe. That haughty houfe ought to be made
fenlible, that the money and the fleets of the maritime
powers are more neceflary to them, than their land forces
are to the maritime powers. The late Duke of Marl-
borough, for his own private intereft, laid the foundation
of oyr fublerviency to the court of Vienna, Upon the
fame principle, the late king carried it on, till, upon private
pigue in the year 1922, he ran into the other extreme,
and, by the treaty of Hanever, more abfurdly threw him-
felf into the arms, and confequently into a dependency,
of the houfe of Bourbon. England ought to be the
friend, but neither the flave nor the bubble, of the houfe
of Auftria; we have nothing to fear but from the houfe
of Bourbon.

Hanover is frightened by the King of Pruffia’s ordering
an cncampment at Magdebourg, which he does only to

* Count, now prince Kaunitz, and Count Bentinck, who repafffd
io Bruflels upon this occafion, but to as little purpofe as the commiffa+
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frighten them, for he dares not touch them, even fhould
we take one of his Embden fhips, which I dare fay we
fhall not. He is a great deal too wife toattack Hanover,
without being previoufly very fure of fome things, which
Iam fure that he cannot be fure of. He muft be fure, that in
confequence of fuch a meafure, the two emprefles will not
fall upnn both ends of his dominions, and he muft be as
fure, that France will effeCtually aflitt him. He is fure of
no one of thefe things: he is certainly an able man, and
therefore T am fure that he will be quiet.

But what have I to deo, my dear Dayrolles, either to
talk or think of thefe matters, which I long ago renounced
by choice, and am now unfit for from neceflity ? And
what is publlc life to me, who am cut off from all the
comforts even of focial ? This political excurfion, which
is un refte de Ibomme d affaires; (the remains of the man of
bufinefs) puts me in rnmd of Harl equin’s making feveral
pafles againft the wall, par un refte de bmwmf, (from a
remainder of bravery.)

By }our account, madame de Mirepoix has had one
fine night on’t : could I have fuch a one for my ears, as
the has had for her whole head, I fhould prefer it to the
bcf’c night I ever pafled in my life ; but fleep is now the
only buﬁnefs and the only hope, of my nights. It is
my greateft {.omtart for it banifhes the thO'thES of my
deafnefs, and my deafnefs in return renders my {leep lefs
liable to interruption.

Your little friend will come here from Parisin about a
mom] S * ¥ * #* # # ¥ 0» ¥ * % * ¥ %

My compliments to madame Dayrolles ; and lay by a
ftock of them for my godfon, to deliver to him, when he
fhall be willing or able to receive them.

Yours moft affetionately,

A D
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