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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. LXXXV, 253

patienter 3 and whether deaf, dumb, or blind, I fhall al-
ways be, my dear Dayrolles,

‘ Moft faithfully yours,

[
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TO THE S AME.
London, Nov.16, 1753,

DEAR DAYROLLES,

ASI know that you intereft yourfelf more in what is
perfonal to myfelf than in what only relates to others, I
delayed anfwering your laft, till after my return from
Bath, whenI could give you fome aceount of myfelf. It
is not fuch a one as we could wifh ; for though the wa-
ters have done a great deal of good to my general ftate
of health, they have not done me the leaft in the eflen-
tial point of deafnefs. I am full as deaf, confequently
full as abfurd, as ever. I give up all hopes of cure ; 1
know my place, and form my plan accordingly, for I
ftrike fociety out of it. Imuft fupply its place as well as
I can, with reading, writing, walking, riding, garden-
'Eﬂg, &c. though all thefe together ftill leave a great void,
into which wearinefs and regret will flip, in fpite of all
one’s endeavours to” banith them. But enough of this
difagreeable {ubjeét.

Yefterday the parliament met ; and the Duke of New-
caftle, frichtened at the groundlefs and fenfelefs clamors
againft the Jew-bill paffed laft year, moved for the repeal
of it, and accordingly it is to be repealed.  * * * ¥

Things are very quiet here, excepting the univerfal
. drunkennefs of the whole people of England, which is
| 311‘\‘ira§1y begun by way OF‘])I‘C} ace to the approaching

eleftions. Parliament ftock rtifes extrémely; and one

-

man,
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man, an Eaft-India director, I think, has bought the
whole borough of * * * which confifts of ninety votes,
at fifty guineas a man. 'This, by the way, is not reckon-
ed a very dear bargain neither. The fury of this war is
chiefly whig againft whig, for the tories are pretty much
out of the quetftion ; fo that, after the new parliament
fhall be chofen, the greateft difficulty upon the admini-
ftration will be, to find pafture enough for the beafts
that they mulbibed, FoboRo- ko * # 8 & # 0=

My plantationis of a very different nature from yours,
and is all confined to my little {pot of earth at Blackheath,
which I now cultivate with as great eagernefs, as ever |
did any other {pot in my life. I have turned my green-
houfe into a grape-houfe, which, with the help of a little
fire, fupplies me with an immenfe quantity of mufcat grapes,
and as ripe as I pleafe to have them, the climate depending
wholly upon my orders. Thefe two little bits of garden, tels
que vous les avez vis, fupplied me laft fummer with a {uffici-
ent quantity of the beft fruits I ever eat. Suchare now the
quiet amufements of your retired, deaf, and inlignificant

Friend and fervant,

L E=1"T E R> LXXXVE

TO THE SAME.

London, Jan. 1, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

YOU fine gentlemen, who have never committed the
fin or the folly of fcribbling, think that all thofe, who
have, can do it again, whenever they pleafe; but you
are much miftaken : the pen has not only its moments,
but its hours, its days of impotence, and is no

more obedient to the will, than other things have ?ﬁ‘eﬂ
ince
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