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256 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

man, an Eaft-India director, I think, has bought the
whole borough of * * * which confifts of ninety votes,
at fifty guineas a man. 'This, by the way, is not reckon-
ed a very dear bargain neither. The fury of this war is
chiefly whig againft whig, for the tories are pretty much
out of the quetftion ; fo that, after the new parliament
fhall be chofen, the greateft difficulty upon the admini-
ftration will be, to find pafture enough for the beafts
that they mulbibed, FoboRo- ko * # 8 & # 0=

My plantationis of a very different nature from yours,
and is all confined to my little {pot of earth at Blackheath,
which I now cultivate with as great eagernefs, as ever |
did any other {pot in my life. I have turned my green-
houfe into a grape-houfe, which, with the help of a little
fire, fupplies me with an immenfe quantity of mufcat grapes,
and as ripe as I pleafe to have them, the climate depending
wholly upon my orders. Thefe two little bits of garden, tels
que vous les avez vis, fupplied me laft fummer with a {uffici-
ent quantity of the beft fruits I ever eat. Suchare now the
quiet amufements of your retired, deaf, and inlignificant

Friend and fervant,

L E=1"T E R> LXXXVE

TO THE SAME.

London, Jan. 1, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

YOU fine gentlemen, who have never committed the
fin or the folly of fcribbling, think that all thofe, who
have, can do it again, whenever they pleafe; but you
are much miftaken : the pen has not only its moments,
but its hours, its days of impotence, and is no

more obedient to the will, than other things have ?ﬁ‘eﬂ
ince
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fince the fall. Unfucce(sful and ineffectual attempts are
alike difagreeable and difgraceful. It is true, I have no-
thing elfe to do but to write, and for that very reafon, per-
haps, I fhould do it worfe than ever; what was formerly
an act of choice, is now become the refuge of neceflity.
Though I keep up a certain equality of {pirits, better I
believe than moft people would do in my unfortunate
fituation, yet you muft not fuppofe, that I have ever that
flow of active {pirits, which is fo neceffary to enable one
todo any thing well. - Befides, as the pride of the human
heart extends itfelf beyond the fhort fpan of our lives,
all people are anxious and jealous, authors perbaps more
fo than any others, of what will be thought and faid of -
them, at a time when they cannot know, and therefore
ought not reafonably to care, for either. Notwithftand~
ing all thefe difficulties, I will confefs to you that I often
feribble, but at the fame time proteft to you that I almoft
as often burn. I judge myfelf as impartially, and I hope
more feverely than I do others; and upon an appeal from
myfelf to myfelf, I frequently condemn the next day,
what I had approved and applauded the former. What
will finally come of all this I do not know ; nothing, I
am {ure, that fhall appear, while I am alive, except by
chance fome fhort trifling effays, like the Spectators, upon
fome new folly or abfurdity that may happen to ftrike
me, as I have now and then helped Mr. Fitz-Adam in his
weekly paper called the World.

The Irith part of the world, I take it for granted you
have heard, isin the utmoft confufion, and I now fear,
and the more becaufe I cannot forefee, the confequences
of it. The beginning of the whole affair was only the
old queftion, who fhould govern the government ; this
produced violent perfonal piques and acrimony, and con-
fequently formed, amd animated, parties. W hile thefe
parties avowed and confined themfelves to perfonal views,
it fignified little to the public which prevailed; but now
the affair is become national, and confequently very [e-
rious. The {peaker’s party, which is now, by the iil
management of others, become the majority of the
houfe, deny the king’s right to the furplufes of the Inifh
Tevenue, and, in confequence of that principle, have re-
Jeted a bill for the application of them, becaufe the
council here had inferted, and rightly, in the preamble

Vor, IIL S of
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of the bill, thefe words, by and with the confent of bis ma-
gefly. It is believed, that the houfe of commons will
proceed to fome perfonal votes. * * * * * * -«
This only is certain, that the duke of Dorfet is making
what hafte he can to come over here, and will not, nor
cannot, go back again. Various fucceffors are talked of,
but I believe no one fixed. Some talk of lord Holder-
nefle, who, in that cafe, they fay, is to be f{ucceeded in
the fecretary’s office, by the follicitor general, Murray.
Others talk of lord Winchelfea, as recommended by lord
Granville, and this I think not improbable ; but {ome,
who go deeper, name the duke of Bedford, and this, 1
think, by no means impoflible.

This 1s the f{eafon of well-bred lyes indifcriminately,
told by all to all ; profeflions and withes unfelt and un-
meant, degraded by ufe, and profaned by falfhood, are
lavifhed with profufion. Mine for you, Mrs. Dayrolles,
and my godfon, are too honeft and fincere to keep f{uch
eompany, or to wear their drefs. Judge of them then
yourfelves, without my faying any thing more, than that
I am moft heartily and faithfully yours,

.

ey 3
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TO THE SAME.

London, March 1, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I Have been lately very ill, and am ftill far from being
very well. My complaint was a goutifh rheumati{m, of
a rheumatic gout ; its principal feat was in my right arm,
of which I loft the ufe for three weeks; but it vifited all
the other parts of my body by turns, not excepting my
head and ftomach. The weather was then fo very cold,
that 1 was confined to my room above a2 month, and great

part of that time to my bed. [ am now free from pﬂiﬂdp
an
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