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of the bill, thefe words, by and with the confent of bis ma-
gefly. It is believed, that the houfe of commons will
proceed to fome perfonal votes. * * * * * * -«
This only is certain, that the duke of Dorfet is making
what hafte he can to come over here, and will not, nor
cannot, go back again. Various fucceffors are talked of,
but I believe no one fixed. Some talk of lord Holder-
nefle, who, in that cafe, they fay, is to be f{ucceeded in
the fecretary’s office, by the follicitor general, Murray.
Others talk of lord Winchelfea, as recommended by lord
Granville, and this I think not improbable ; but {ome,
who go deeper, name the duke of Bedford, and this, 1
think, by no means impoflible.

This 1s the f{eafon of well-bred lyes indifcriminately,
told by all to all ; profeflions and withes unfelt and un-
meant, degraded by ufe, and profaned by falfhood, are
lavifhed with profufion. Mine for you, Mrs. Dayrolles,
and my godfon, are too honeft and fincere to keep f{uch
eompany, or to wear their drefs. Judge of them then
yourfelves, without my faying any thing more, than that
I am moft heartily and faithfully yours,

.
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TO THE SAME.

London, March 1, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I Have been lately very ill, and am ftill far from being
very well. My complaint was a goutifh rheumati{m, of
a rheumatic gout ; its principal feat was in my right arm,
of which I loft the ufe for three weeks; but it vifited all
the other parts of my body by turns, not excepting my
head and ftomach. The weather was then fo very cold,
that 1 was confined to my room above a2 month, and great

part of that time to my bed. [ am now free from pﬂiﬂdp
an
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and got abroad again, if going chiefly to take the air in
my coach can be called going abroad ; but what with the
diftemper itfelf, and the great, though neceffary, evacu-
ations, I am ftill very weak, and extremely difpirited.
Mais & quelque chofe malbeur ¢ft bon, dit on s for probably this
weak ftate, joined to my former deafnefs, will procure
me the pleafure of feeing you and yours at Bruflels, in
about two months time. Lhe learned infift upon my go-
ing to Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, which, they promife me,
will reftore my health and {pirits, and perhaps relieve my
deafnefs, if it proceeds, as both they and I believe it
does, from that flying goutith humor. Were it only to
prolong the fag end of my tattered life, I am fure I
would not take the trouble of this journey; but I under-
take it merely in the hopes of making the remainder of
my life, be it what it will, more eafy and comfortable.
If it will but do that, it is all I afk ; and for that I would
go any where. Pleafures are over with me; negative
health and quiet are the only remaining objects of my
withes. At this moment, I know that you are allotting
me 2 bed-chamber in your houfe, and refolving to write
to me to infift upon my taking up my quarters there.
But as I am very f{ure, that thefe intended offers are not
the refult of form and ceremony, but of real friendfhip,
I will, with the fame truth and fincenty, tell you, that
if you would have me eafy, aslam fure you would, vou
muft let me {leep at an inn in Brufiels. I will breakfaft,
dine, and fup with you, and I will make ufe of your
coach to carry me from my imn to your houfe, for I will
fet my foot in no other, and back again; but it has been
my rule, for thefe forty years, never to bein 2 friend’s
houfe, when I could be at an inn, it being fo much more
convenient to both. This preliminary being thus fixed,
I hope to fup with you at Brullels, fome day of the laft
week in April, becaufe I would be at Spa the firft week
in May, that [ may get away from thence before the
fafhionable feafon begins, which is about the middle of
July. Pray mention this fcheme of mine to no mortal
living, becaufe that, like fome great German prince,
though not for the fame reafons, I'will, as far as poflible,
keep the ftricteft sucognito. 1 have done with the world,
and with thofe who are of it; and apy civilities, which

S 2 they
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they might ftill thew me, would only diftrefs me, and
make me feel more fenfibly my inability of either return-
ing or hearing them. I know comte de Lannoy and
others at Bruflels; but, in my prefent fituation, I fhould
dread to fee them ; and I hope I fhall have all Spa to my-
felf, and my friend and do&or Garnier, who goes along
with me, during our refidence there.

I am too much #/o/¢, too much fecluded from either the
bufy, or the beau monde, to give you any account of ei-
ther. The accounts of my own microcofm I have given
you; a fcurvy one it is, much fhattered and decayed;,
but the heart, that ftill animates it, is, moft fincerely and
faithfully,

Yours,
&

L BB e R ERX XVIIL

TO THE SAME.

London, April 2, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

o* % * * % THE preliminaries for our meeting

at Bruffels have been fooner and better fettled, than thofe
for the tarif and barriére were. I am to find myfelf with
fleep, and you are to find me with every thing elfe, that
is, you are to t7eat, you are to furnith the marcter, and I
am to digeft itas wellasI can. 4 propos, this fuggeits to
me a little commiffion, which you muft allow me to trouble
you with. I fhall not carry my cook with me to Spa,
both for my own fake and his. He is a very good cook ;
but as he has no fettled averfion to drinking, he would
find bad wine and bad company very cheap there, and be
fpoiled. Befides he would tempt me with things which,
as I am refolved not to eat of, I am determined not to
lec, while Iam at Spa. I wifh, therefore, that you could
find me at Bruflels an humble mariniton, tournebroche,
or
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