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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XCII XCIII. 265

My journey home would have been 2s good as I could
have withed, had I not been immediately preceded by
lord and lady Cardigan, who, travelling with fix and
thirty horfes, fometimes left me none, but at beft tired
ones. However I fcrambled to Calais about noon on
Sunday, where I found the wind directly contrary, but
polite enough to change exactly at the time I wanted
it the-next morning, and to waft me to Dover in lefs than
five hours. From thence I fet out for my hermitage,
and arrived here on Tuefday evening, [afe and found,
my ears excepted. This, I find, 1s my: proper place 4
and I know it, which people feldom do. I converfe with
my equals, my vegetables,” which I found in a flourifh-
ing condition, notwithftanding the badnefs of the weather,
which has been full as cold and wet here as we had at
Spa. I wifh I could fend you fome of my pine-apples,
which are large and excellent : but without magic that
cannot be done; and I have no magic. Contentment
is my only magic, and, thank God, I have found out
that art, which i1s by no meansa black one.

I have neither heard nor afked fornews ;.and fhall
certainly tell you none, when I tell you that 1 am, moft
faithfully and affectionately, :

Yours,
e

S e e MR e e G I R

TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1754
DEAR DAYROLLES,

COULD my letters be lefs dull, they fhould be
more frequent ; but what can a deaf vegetable write
0 -amufe a live man .with ? Deaf and dull are nearer
related than deaf and dumb. This, though the worft,
i5 not all that hindered me from acknowlec ging your
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2ft fooner; for I have been very much out of or-
' der
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der this laft fortnight, with my ufual giddineffes in my
head, and diforders in my ftomach ; fo thatI find the Spa
waters gave me but what the bmldm call a half repair,
which 1s only a mere temporary vamp, In truth, all the
infirmities of an age, ftill more advanced than min
crowd in upon me. I muft bear them as well as Ican
they are moreor lefs the lot of humanity, and I have no

claim to an exclufive privilege againft them, In thi= fity-
ation, you will eafily fuppofe thqtl Imn no véry plea-
fant hours ; but on the other hand, thank God, I have

not one melancholy one ; and I rather thir,k that my phi-
lofophy increafes with my infirmities. Plealures I think
of no more ; let thofe run after them that can overtake
them, but I will not hobble and halt after them in vain.
My comfort and amufements muft be internal ; and, by
good luck, I am not afraid of looking inwards.—Some
reading, forrle writing, fome trifling in my garden, and
fome contemplation, concur in ma!ung me' never lefs
alone than when alone. But this letter runs too much
into the moral eflay of a folitaire.  Changeons de thife (let
us change the fubject.)

I fhall go to London in November, upon the account
of lady Chefterfield, and even of my fervants, who, not
having the refources that T have, would be very mifera-

e here in the winter. “The difference will be but little
to me, it would be great to them, which, in my mind,
makes 1t a focial duty.

I reckon that my godfon now begins to chatter, and
confound two or three langnages. No matter ; the y are
fo much clear gain to him, and in time he will uncanfuur‘
them of himfelf.

I had a letter two days ago from lord Huntingdon,
who feems very fenfible of your civilities, and charmed
with thofe he received from prince Charles of Lorraine,
and comte Cobentzel §. Pray affure the latter of my re-
fpects. 1 like and honour him extremely. I need not
furely make any compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. - Nor
will I prophane our friendfhip with any, but tell you
heartily and honeftly that Iam

Faithfully yours,
CHESTERFIELD,
& Her imperial Majefty’s minifter plenipotentiary at that time in the

Low Countries.
L ET-




	Seite 265
	Seite 266

