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L--E LT E_-R _XCIV
TO THE S AME.

London, Dec. 17, 1754.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

IReceived your laft, while at Bath, from whence I ar-
rived here a few days ago. The waters did me a great
deal of good, as tomy general ftate of health; but 1grow
deafer and deafer every day, by thenatural progreffion of
allills with age. AsITknow my ill to be incurable, I bear it
the better, from a philofophy of my own, very differen

from moft other people’s; for while I have both hopes
and fears, T am anxious; but when I have no hopes, 1
take my party and am eafy. * * ¢ * ¢ ® * 2%

I have now a moft important commiflion to trouble
you with, it is no lefs than to receive eighteen thoufand
pounds fterling for me at Bruffels ; that is, when the lot-
tery there fhall be drawn, in which I have three tickets.
One of them is unqueftionably the great prize. The num-
bers of my three tickets are 66694, 66695, 66696. 1
think T am very modeft in only defiring one prize in three
tickets. It is true that it is the great one, but thend
leave you the five or fix next beft, which are more than
equivalent to mine; and as all the drawing depends, I
prefume, upon you and Cobentzel, I hope you will take
care of yourfelves and your friends. If you chufe to have
the great prize for my godfon, I will give it up.to him,
but to nobody elfe. ~In all events, pray have my above-
mentioned numbers examined, after the drawing of the
lottery, and let me know my good orill fortune. I fhal
bear either with great moderation,

Our minifterial affairs here are ftill in great confufion.
It is faid, they will be fettled, during the recels of the
parliament at Chriftmas; but if they fhould, which {
much queftion, that fettlement will, in my opinion, by
no means be a lafting one. It would take up reams of
paper to relate to you the various reports and conjectures
of our fpeculative politicians here; and thesefore I wikl

: only
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only give you my own fhort conjecture, upon what little
I fee and hear myfelf. I think I {eeevery thing gravirating
to Fox’s center, and’ I am perfuaded that in {ix months
tittiethe awill:berthe gnuifler. -5 wa® & 2ot S

My complimeénts to Mrs. Dayrolles; et.adien, mon cher
ami.

— T, DT e

Liaole B -ER o XCY.

TO THE SAME.

London, Feb. 4, 1753,
DEAR DAYROLLES,

DE A F men and dead men differ very little except in
one point, which is, that letters from the dead would be
very curious, and probably very inftructive;. whereas
thofe from the deaf muft neceffarily be very dull. Were
I dead, and allowed to write, you fhould hear from me
much oftener, as my letters would be like thofe of the
miflionary Jefuits, curienfes et édifiantes (a), and well worth
the poftage, though it would probably be confiderable,
car 1l y a bien loin de ce pais-la, (as the diftance is great.)
But being only deaf, crazy, and declining, 1 confider
both your time and your purfe, which would be but ill
employed in reading, and paying for, fuch letters as mine.
Notwithftanding my ftate of ignorance and folitude,
I dare fay you will expect fome news from me, now that
you read every day of fitting out great fleets, and raif-
ing additional troops. Itistrue, that we are equipping a
very great fleet, which is to be commanded by lord An-
fon, and three other admirals; and we are raifing fome
(@) Thefe are occafional accounts of the tranfa@ions of the Jefuits
fent out to different parts of the world, for the converfion of the
heathen to thesr Chrittian religion, which ufed to be publifhed in
French at Paris, and confilt of about forty velumes in o&avo. Amidft
an immenfe quantity of trath, fories of wonderful events, encomiums
of their zeal and addrefs, miracles performed, chriftenings by ftealth
of infants and dying people, of their fufferings, perfecutions, &c. a
good deal of information, about the natural hiftory of the countries,
as well as the manners and charatters of the inhabitants, may be
picked up from thefe relations.
regiments
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