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LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

PR ISR i 1T D 1 XCVIL

1.0 T H E. .S A ME.

Blackheath, July 10, 1755
DEAR DAYROLLES,

IT was my eanui, and not my amufements, could I now
haveany ! that occafioned my lon&, filence ; depend upon
it, norhmﬂ elfe could or thould. I break daily, my friend,
both in body and mind, their union being very intimate;
fpirits confequently fall, for they are the refult of health;
and I cannot fay that, fince I am here, I have had three
days together uninterrupted health. Sometimes ftrong
returns of my inveterate giddinefles, fometimes convulfive
diforders in my ftomach, always languor, weaknefs, and
liftleflnefs. I find that I am got half- vay down IHH, and
then you know the velocity increafes very confliderably.
But whatis to be done ? nothing but parience, Whatever
the pureft air, conftant moderate exercife, and fktrict re-
gimen can do, I have here; but they ferve only to pro-
long, for a little time, an irkfome firuation, which my
reafon tells me, the fooner it .is ende d, the better. My
deafnefs is extruneiy increafed, and daily increafing;
this cuts me wholly off from the fociety of others, and
my other complaints deny me the focicty with myfelf
which 1 propoicj when I came here. I have brought
down with me a provifion of pens, ink, and paper, in
hopes of amufing myfelf, and perhaps enterts aInng or in-
forming pofterity, by fome hiftorical tra&ts of my own
times, which | 'Pt“‘r*‘q to write with the ftricteft regard
to truth, and none to perfons, r,-;*.'.\if'zr excepted. But
I have not yet employed my pen, becaule my mi ind re-
fufed to do its part; and in w m.ng as well as in other
performances, whatever i1s not done 'J.”'-"u {pirit and
defire, will be very ill done. All my amufements
are therefore reduced to the idle bufine(s of my little
garden, and to the reading of idle books, where the
mind 1s feldom called upon. Notwithftanding this
unfortunate fituation, my old philefophy comes to my

affiftance,
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aflitance, and enables me to repulfe the attacks of me-
lancholy, for I never have one melancholic moment. I
have feen and appraifed every thing in its true light, and
at its intrinfic value,  While others are outbidding one
another at the auction, exulting in their acquifitions, or
grieving at their difappointments, I am eafy, both from
reflection, and experience of the futility of all that is to
be got or loft,

But tréve de réflections morales, (too much of moral re-
fleCtions.) A man may be too fober as well as too drunk
| to go into company, and his philofophical reflettions may

be as troublefome in one cafe, as his extravagancy in the
other.
Well then, we will hope, you warmly and I coolly,
that great things are referved for us in the fifth and laft
clafs of this lottery ; but if fortune will take my advice,
though ladies are feldom apt to take the advice of old
| fellows, the will transfer whatever fhe intended to you
| or me to my godfon. SO S R S Lo
' The prefent fituation of neither peace nor war is, to be

fure, very unaccountable, and I cannot help fearing, that

we fhall be the dupes of it at laft. Surely we, 1 mean

our minifters, ought to have known, before this time,
| * which of the two the French really intended, and, if
they meaned peace, to have had it concluded, or;, if they
meaned war, to have given them the firft blow at fea;
for if, inftead of that, you give them time to augment
their marine, while you keep yours at an immenife and
ufelefs expence, I believe they will be more explicit with
you n=xt year. ‘The clamor at our inaction is univerfal
and prodigious, people defiring: fomething for their mo-
ney. From that, and many other concurring caufes,
the next feffion will be a very boifterous one. * * *

Adieu, my dear Dayrolles: lady Chefterficld’s and
my compliments to Mrs, Dayrolles. c
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