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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET.XCVIIL. XCIX, 27¢

vided they are but very large ones, I fhall be much
obliged to you, if you will let me go a dozen or two fceds
v1th you. I would not have more than what may be
conveyed in a letter or two. My melon ground is fo
fmall, that it will not afford to raife little ones, and I
muft make up in fize what I want in number. | have
had fome excellent gnod and very large, ones this year,
from your Sorgvliet feed (4).

How does my godfon go on with his little lingna Fran-
¢a, or jumble of different lmguact‘%? Fear no Babel con-
fuﬁon. L’dge débrouillera tout cela. (Age will unravel
all this.)

[ hear no news, or there is none; but lyes are ex-
tremely rife, efpecially from America, which, I dare fay,
was not fo much talud of, when firft difcovered by o
lumbus, or Vefpulius Americus, as it is now.  But |
am fo humble a politician, that 1 content myfelf- with
wi‘h;ng well to my country, and for the reft, vogue la
galere.  But the reft of ‘my countrymen, and even coun-
trywomen, are not {o pﬂ \L-, for 1 am affured they are o
brim-full of politics, that they {pill them wherever thf'-y
go. If I had no better reafon to lament my dm.-,t s than
not hearing them, 1 fhould be much eafrer than I am un-
der my misfortune. - Adien, mon ams.

AR T RS KGR,
TO THE S AME.

Blackheath, Sept.12; 14
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DEAR DAYROLLES,

¥ % % % THE king is expeéted to land every
minnte, which, I fuppofe, mi] produce more du:mun
concerning war or peace than has appeared yet, for at
prefent there is a kind of a miflt before them, which one
cannot fee through. I do not, in the leaft, fear a war,
provided it be not in Flanders, where the Fretich muft
always make it with infinite 1dvant¢.gt, and where the em-
§ WS prefs

“(a) The late count Bentink’s villa, near the Hague, on the road to
ocheveling.
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prefs queen will not, and our allies the Dutch cannot,
aflift us effectua 1}} I am therefore very glad to find,
that the garrifons in Flanders are evacuated, and I hope
that the Dutch will make a neutrality, fo that there may
be no field of battle in the feventeen provinces, for us to
be beaten in again. And what what wil} the French do
then? At fea, it is certain that we muft deftroy both
their navy and their commerce. Will they attempt in-
vading us here again? Let them, they are very welcome,
that 1s too conte*n"pxi ble. Will thev march an army to
Hanover ! @ la bopne beure; (be 1t I()) what will become
ni that army after a thirty days march in the defarts of
Neftphalia, efpecially now that we have fecured a force
in that part of the world, fuperior to any they can fend?
"Their army will melt away there, fafter than in Bohemia,
and care will be lnkul, before their arrival there, to leave
them even no ponpournichil (a) to fubfitt upon. % * %
Your quiet fituation at Bruflels will therefore, I hope not
be difturbed ; and in that cafe, Iconfefs, I would rather
have war than peace with France; as the former, if vi-
goroufly carried on at fea, muft greatly check, if not
deftroy, their growing navy and commerce,
A thoufand thanks to you for your melon feed, which
I will fow and cultivate with great care, in hopu,s that 1
may give you fome of the fruit of it next year, in this
lurmtage for I think you gave me fome reafon to flat-
ter myfc .J.", that I fhall fce you here next year. In that
cale, Dr-‘rhﬂpq I may fhew you fome melons much more
extraordinary than yours, though probably not quite fo
good ; for I have had a prefent made me, by a Perfian
merchant of good credit, of a few melon fceds that he
brought himfelf from Dmb\dd\ which was the ancient
I\hiopommm and which, he plOltﬂ* produce melons,
that weigh from mninety to one hundicd and one hun-
dred and ten pounds each. But, notwithftanding the
gentleman’s credit as a merchant, I am a little incredulous.
I go next week to Bath, where, for the time being, I
am always well; and that is fo much clear gain, and
worth the journey to one, who has not, for thefe fix
months,

(@) A very coarfe kind of hard brown bread,  eaten in feveral parts
of Germany, and efpecially by the poor inhabitants of Weftphalia,
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months, been well for four and twenty hours together.
Beﬁdcs, all places are now alike to me, and 1 can be
more alone at Bath, that any where. Adieu, my dear
friend.

Yours, wherever I am,
5

LT 1-ER -C
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Bath, O& 4, 1755.
DEAR DAYROLLES.

# % % % % % [ HAVE been here now juft a
week 5 too little to have found much benefit, but, how-
ever, long enough to give me reafon to hope, that I (hall
find fome, for my ftomach is rather lefs difordered than
I brought it down with me here. But upon the \V]TUIL,
I am, and always fhall be wun panvre corps, dont il ne
vaut pas la peine de parler, (a poor wretch not worth men-

b}

tioning. )
I think it impofiible, that the French can infift upon
more than a neutrality, on the part of the republic of the
united provinces. Upon what pretence can ‘they ? But
if they fhould, they cannot invade them, without firft
invading Flanders, and bringing the queen of Hungary
upon their backs, which I cannot think them at prefent
willing to do. -But fuppofe they fhould, they will with
eafe over-run all Flanders in a fortnight, fo that
where will there be a field of battle left? We can
fend no troops to Holland, that can be of any ufe. The
Dutch have not enough to oppofe a French army of
100,000 men ; {o that, in that cafe, they have nothing to
do, but fubir la z'a{ du vainguenr (to yield to thh
conquerors.) But, depend upon 1it, things will not
be carried to thofe extremities. The l‘t‘LNLL, at this
time, dread a general war, ‘Their ﬂ'llmﬁl} 1s weak, anc
their King weaktr the clergy and the parliament,
h,l[l"g
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