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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK . LET.XCIX. C. 277

months, been well for four and twenty hours together.
Beﬁdcs, all places are now alike to me, and 1 can be
more alone at Bath, that any where. Adieu, my dear
friend.

Yours, wherever I am,
5

LT 1-ER -C

R0 T W - s i Yo e i L

Bath, O& 4, 1755.
DEAR DAYROLLES.

# % % % % % [ HAVE been here now juft a
week 5 too little to have found much benefit, but, how-
ever, long enough to give me reafon to hope, that I (hall
find fome, for my ftomach is rather lefs difordered than
I brought it down with me here. But upon the \V]TUIL,
I am, and always fhall be wun panvre corps, dont il ne
vaut pas la peine de parler, (a poor wretch not worth men-

b}

tioning. )
I think it impofiible, that the French can infift upon
more than a neutrality, on the part of the republic of the
united provinces. Upon what pretence can ‘they ? But
if they fhould, they cannot invade them, without firft
invading Flanders, and bringing the queen of Hungary
upon their backs, which I cannot think them at prefent
willing to do. -But fuppofe they fhould, they will with
eafe over-run all Flanders in a fortnight, fo that
where will there be a field of battle left? We can
fend no troops to Holland, that can be of any ufe. The
Dutch have not enough to oppofe a French army of
100,000 men ; {o that, in that cafe, they have nothing to
do, but fubir la z'a{ du vainguenr (to yield to thh
conquerors.) But, depend upon 1it, things will not
be carried to thofe extremities. The l‘t‘LNLL, at this
time, dread a general war, ‘Their ﬂ'llmﬁl} 1s weak, anc
their King weaktr the clergy and the parliament,
h,l[l"g
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hating each other irreconcileably, they ]mem general,
1 whom they have the leaft confidence; and by the in-
tereft they pay, it is plain they want monq From all
this, and from our inevitable fuccefles at fea, I take it
for crmnmi that a peace, and a reafonable one, will
fome how or other be jumbled up, in the courfe of fuen
or eight months; fo that, with all your ingenuity in an-
ticipating misfortunes, I am puhmdui that your jour-
ney to England next year will be merely a voluntary one,
and 1 not a neceflary flight from where you now are,

The next feflion, which now draws very near, will, I be-
I;ﬂv be a very troublefome one; and I really tlur.ix. it very
-:mnmﬁ]l whether the f{ubfidiary treaties, with Ruflia and
Caflel, will be carried or not. To be fure, much may
be faid againft both, but \'(*t I dread the confequences
of rejetting them by parliament, fince the ey are made,
But what have I to do with miNIL matters ¢ f"lurm:{:r a
man, who has not the w hole thread of them, talks of
them as a blind man does of colors ; for the leaft circurm-
luu.'.w unknown often changes the whole thing (a). This
I know perfectly, that I am truly,

Yours.

LRI E-RaECk:
O TH-F -8 A-M-0;

London, Dec, 19, 1755-

I}

DEAR DAYROLLES,

&70 U will think me very lazy, for t at 1 am fure
is the worft thing, that you will ever fufpe&t me of,
with 'I'E'U"I'('i fo )’Ol[l‘f-ﬁ,”'; n h:;ving been o }O”g
without anfwering your laft. But it has not been

quite

(@) That was really the cafe with regard to lord Chefterficld, who,
at that time, was mmlh ignorant of the French court’s alliances wlth
the princ apai powers of E WEaRS; and .altered -his opirion when he wa
acquainted with them, as appears by the following letters. But Ihf
flu@uations of mind of great men may be inftruive, and their dreams,
at leaft, are always en kCIta.l:”Iu
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