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248 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LET'TERS

hating each other irreconcileably, they ]mem general,
1 whom they have the leaft confidence; and by the in-
tereft they pay, it is plain they want monq From all
this, and from our inevitable fuccefles at fea, I take it
for crmnmi that a peace, and a reafonable one, will
fome how or other be jumbled up, in the courfe of fuen
or eight months; fo that, with all your ingenuity in an-
ticipating misfortunes, I am puhmdui that your jour-
ney to England next year will be merely a voluntary one,
and 1 not a neceflary flight from where you now are,

The next feflion, which now draws very near, will, I be-
I;ﬂv be a very troublefome one; and I really tlur.ix. it very
-:mnmﬁ]l whether the f{ubfidiary treaties, with Ruflia and
Caflel, will be carried or not. To be fure, much may
be faid againft both, but \'(*t I dread the confequences
of rejetting them by parliament, fince the ey are made,
But what have I to do with miNIL matters ¢ f"lurm:{:r a
man, who has not the w hole thread of them, talks of
them as a blind man does of colors ; for the leaft circurm-
luu.'.w unknown often changes the whole thing (a). This
I know perfectly, that I am truly,

Yours.

LRI E-RaECk:
O TH-F -8 A-M-0;

London, Dec, 19, 1755-

I}

DEAR DAYROLLES,

&70 U will think me very lazy, for t at 1 am fure
is the worft thing, that you will ever fufpe&t me of,
with 'I'E'U"I'('i fo )’Ol[l‘f-ﬁ,”'; n h:;ving been o }O”g
without anfwering your laft. But it has not been

quite

(@) That was really the cafe with regard to lord Chefterficld, who,
at that time, was mmlh ignorant of the French court’s alliances wlth
the princ apai powers of E WEaRS; and .altered -his opirion when he wa
acquainted with them, as appears by the following letters. But Ihf
flu@uations of mind of great men may be inftruive, and their dreams,
at leaft, are always en kCIta.l:”Iu
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quite lazinefs, for, fome few days, bufinefs, and
for many days, weaknefs, difpiritednefs and lanzuor
would not allow me to put pen to papor; otherwife deaf
people are commonly as frivoloufly writative as blind
people are often frivoloufly talkative : but, when a gene-
ral diforder and decay of the body is added to impene-
trable deafnefs, one becomes too like a dead body to
write any tfur.cr but a codicil.

Were I, now that I am writing, to pretend to fend
you but a fhort account of our tranfactions here, I muft
fend you a large folio. The houfé of commons fits ithree
or four times a week till nine or ten at night, and fome-
times till four.or five in the morning, {o attentve are
they to the good of their dear country. That zeal has
of late tranfported them into much perfonal abufe * * *

Even our infignificant houfe fat one day hﬂ weel !

paft ten at night, upon the Ruflian and Heflian {ublidiary
treaties ; but "I was not able to fit it out, and [t ft 1t at
{even, more than half dead : for | took it into my head
to fpeak upon them for near an hour, which fatigue, to-
gether with the heat of the houfe, very near anuibilated

me. [ was for the Ruffian treaty, as a prudent eventua i
meafure, at the beginning of a war, and probably pr =
ventive even of a war, in that part of the ‘wfll'\"l but 1
could not help expofing, though without opp: f‘f‘r, the
Heffian treaty, which is, indecd, the moft Cth‘a:]Idt.l!,I['}’
one I ever faw. It can have no effect ; for you are not
to have the troops till after 3[)L1 do not want them, Viz.
till fix months after the requifition made 4 nl*d after you
difmifs the troops, thould you ever call for them, the
fubfidy is to be doubled for the remarn der of the term.
It is certain, that his moft ferene highnefs is full as good
at making a bargain, asany ] v in Europe,

Places, as you will fee by the news-papers, are empty-
ing and ﬁ‘.l.nw up every day. ‘The patriot of Monday 1s
the courtier of Tuefday, and the courtier of Wednelday
is the patriot of Thurfday. This indeed has more ot
lefs been irmg the cafe, but I really think never {o impru-
dently and fo profligately as now. The power isall fa Hing
from his sjm(:c:' into Fox’s hands, u!.u., you may re-
member | told you long ago, would happen

e dd g
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Befides thefe difcords and misfortunes, we live here in
dread of two others of a very different kind, an invafion
from France, and a bricole of the earthquake from Lifbon,
For myfelf I cannot fay that I have any great appre-
henfions of either, but of the two, I have more faith
in the earthquake than in the invafion. France has
too often experienced the futility of thofe attempts.
But be thefe things how they will, réjouiffez-vous au-
fant que faire [e pourra, et furtout portez-vous bien, car
1l W'y a rien de tel. Adien, mon ami (Rejoice as much
as you can, and above all keep in health, for there is
nothing like 1t.) Adien, my friend.

L-ET:-T-ER -CIL
TO THE SAME,

London, Jan. 23, 1746,

DEAR DAYROLLES,

DO yourfelf juftice, and you will ceafe to wonder at
either the beginving, or the continuance, of my friend-
fhip for you. 1 foon difcovered, and have now long ex-
perienced, the honeft truth and warmth of your heart.
Friendfhip, like health, is to be preferved by the fame
means, by which it is acquired, and I believe we fhall
neither of us démentir (forfake) thofe means,

Every thing tends more and more every day to the veri-
fication of my prophecy ; for in our political balance,
Fox’s fcale grows heavier and heavier, which every body
POrGeives, - - Toeox % 88
* We are here in daily expeQation of a formal declara-
tion of war from France, asit {eems to be the natural con-
fequence of the memorial fent by monfieur Rouillé to
Mr. Fox, through Holland, which perhaps you have feen,
but which no doubt you have heard the fubftance of, and
therefore 1 thall notrepeatit. I am not fofond of war, as |
find many people are. Mark the end ow’t. Our treaty
lately concluded with Prufhia is a fortunate event, and fe-
cures the peace of the empire; and is it poflible that

' France
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