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TO HIS FRIENDS., BOOK II. LET. CVI, CVIL. 284

One of the chief caufes of this unfortunate fituation is, that
we have now in truth no minifter ; but the adminiftration
is 2 mere republic, and carried on by the cabinet council,
the individuals of which think only how to get the better
of each other. Letus then turn our eyes, as much as we
can, from this melancholy profpect, which neither of us
can mend, and think of fomething elfe, * * * * * * = ¥

I am told that you have an infinite number of Englth
gentlemen now at Bruffels, but I hope you do not put
yourfelf upon the foot of ftuffing them with falt beef, and
drenching them with claret; for I am fure your appoint-
ments will not afford that expence, and by the way, I be-
lieve, that in their hearts, they would much rather you
would let them alone, to be jolly together at their invs,
than go to your houfe.

Make my compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles, to-my oodfon,
to tusti quanti, n fhort, who can receive them: for made-
moifelle cannot yet. ~Adieu, my dear and faithful friend.
May you, and all who belong to you, be long happy, what-
ever becomes of

Yours,

L.E T T<E RV

TO THE S§AME,

Blackheath, June 2%, 1956,
DEAR DAYROLLES,

BY your laft of the 18th, I believe it crofled my laft of,
I have forgot what date, upon the road, for I there gave
you an account of my poor ftate of vegetation, after which
you inquire. I ftill continueto crawl upon the face of the
earth, but it is like thofe humble and fhort-lived vegeta-
bles, who, feemingly confcious of their condition, crawl
véry near that earth, to which they are fo foon to return.

I {:ﬂtire]y




LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

I entirely agree with you 1n your refolution of breed-
ing up all your fons to fome profeffion or other; but, at
the fame time, your ufual vivacity carries you much
too prematurely, to fix their feveral deftinations. You
muft not fo much confider what you would chufe for
them, as what they are likely to fucceed beft in ; and that
cannot be difcovered thefe feven or eight years. It is cer-
ain that, whether from nature, or from carly accidental
impreflions - their youth, I will not fay, it being very
hard to diftinguifth L|Ii}(ll{ll, after  eight or ten years of
age, often thew a determined preference for fome parti-
cular profeffion, which it would be imprudent for their
parents to oppofe, becaufe, in that cafe, they would
furely not fucceed fo well, or perhapsat all, in any other.
In the mean time, give them all e\t:mual]) a good edu-
cation, fo as to qualify them, to a certain degree, for
\‘hl{e»(“ pmﬁ,q'on you and they may lwrml"ttl' agree
upon ; for I repeatit again, their approbation is full as
neceflary as yours. [hf_u. however, are the general
rules, by which I would point out to them the profeflions;
which 1 fhould feverally with them to apply to. 1 would
recommend the army, or the navy, to a boy of a warm
conflitution, ftrong animal fpirits, and a cold genius;
to one of quick, lively, and di {tingu 1‘513-(-T pariu, the
law; toa good, dull, and decent boy, the churc rch ; and
trade to an acute, thinking, and !""""}I'lf)'ul‘? one. [wifh
that my godfon, for whom you muft allow me ii_mu de-
gree of predile€tion, may take a liking to the law, for
that 1s the truly independent profeffion. People will only
truft their property to the care of the ableft lawyer, be
he whig or tory, well orill at court.

Qur puh]lc affairs are, I my er11.1(‘;‘,, as bad as pofli-
ble, and I turn my tl roughts from them as much as ever
Eu.m The queen of lfL ngary will tepent, 4t leifure, of
the treaty, which me has concluded in fuch haite with
France. Thofe two powers never can agree long, and

|

when they come to (Ll[llu] it is ealy to forefee which

il have the better of it ‘*hn, will then callan vainupon
}u-r old allies, who will probably net be able, and perhaps
not willing, to aflift her.  Adiew mon :.-';;.s.f'.-".

I behieve my brother is with you now . if {o, pray tell
hien that I wiit to him, by the laft poft
FEETER
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