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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET, CX. CXI. 291

ing). Deaf and infirm as I am, I can with truth fay the
fame thing at fixty-three. In my mind, it 1s only the
firength of our paflions, and the weaknefs of our reafon,
that make us fo fond of life ; but, when the former f{ub-
fide and give way to the latter, we grow weary of being,
and willing to withdraw. 1do not recommend this train
of ferious refletions to you, nor ought you to adopt
them. Our ages, our f{ituations are widely different
You have children to educate and provide for, you have
all your fenfes, and can enjoy all the comforts both of do-
meftic and focial life. I am in every fenfe ¢/5/¢, and have
wound up all my bottoms. I may now walk off quietly,
neither miffing nor mifled.  Till when,

Yours moft fincerely,

CHESTERFIELD,

L=E--T “T<E-R-=CKE
TO THE SAME.

London, r’\p:'i[ 16, 1754,

DEAR DAYROLLES,

TH E books, which my confrére Tabbé Gualco has
fent from Paris to comte Cobenzel, and he to you, are

| 2 - I e . ks,
the laft volumes of. the Mémoires of Pacadémie des belles
lettres, of which, as you know, I have the honor to be
an unworthy member. Thofe memoires are our annual
perquifites, and they are really not only very entertain~
g, but very inftruttive books. However, 1 am in no
manner of hafte ; fo pray keep them for me, tll, with-
] o out
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* however, much flowerthan he expected, which made himfay three daj
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before his laft : I did not think I fbould have made fo much ads a
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":Jr’”fg, He continued a philofopher to the laft, and preferved the
- ili}l enjoyment of all his faculties. He refle¢ted upos own fitua-
aton, juft as he would have done upon that of another man, and
ﬁ'(;:ned to be (}111‘(:3'\"11‘1_9; a p]::_rnu!".sc‘.non. Dl".l '»‘.'5!‘. g ne
faid, This is the firft death I bave ever [ien ; and his phyfic tan havins
afked him, whether he was in pain. or what he felt, his anfwe
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292 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

out trouble to yourfelf, or any body elle, you find a con-
venient opportunity of fending them to me. Pray make
my compliments and excufe to comte Cobenzel, for the
trouble he has had about them.

I returned the laft week from the Bath, where1 had
run for a fortnight only, more for the fake of journeying,
which always does me good, than drinking the waters,
though they always do me fome; and both together have
now made me as well as | ever expect to be, and better
than probably 1 commonly fhall be, But this my pre-
{fent ftate is at beft an intermediate ftate between health
and illnefs, with which my philofophy makes me content.

Our public fitnation of affairs is now perhaps more ri-
diculous and unaccountable than ever; for thofe who
would form themielves into an adminiftration, cannot.
Two pofts, which were once thought confiderable ones,
which ufed to be {ollicited by many, and wifhed for by
more, I mean thofe of fecretary of ftate, and chancellor
of the exchequer, have been proffered about to a degree
of proftitution, and yet refufed. The late pofleflors of
them were moft imprudently turned out, before the end
of the feffion, and thereby become not only the moft,
but perhaps the only two, popular men now in this
kingdom. . % ¥ % X B K ¥

Where all this confufion will end God only knows:
but, for a while at leaft, I believe, it will center in Fox,
who, at the end of the feflion, will, I prefume, be the
firft commiflioner of the jtreafury, and chancellor of the
exchequer. In that cafe, the duke of Newcaftle and his
friends will probably join with Mr, Pitt and his, who
united will make a ftrength, that the new miniftry will
not be able to withftand, Ainfi va le monde. (This is
the way of the world.)

This would be the right feafon for you to carry your
children to the Hague, to be inoculated ; and a very pro-
per one alfo, 1" fhould think, for you to afk leave to go
there, as you cannot have any bufinefs now at Bruffels. 1
look upon inoculation to be fo ufeful and neceflary a pre-
venr_ix.-e, ‘[!télt I would not delay it one hour. 1do not
at the lame time, recommend to you to be inoculated
yourfelf, though you have never had the fmall-pox, be-
aufe at your time of life, perhaps, it may not be quite
fo fafe. My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles and Co. and
fo we heartily bid you good night,
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