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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 1I. LET. CXIII. CX1V. 295

and in the mean time have your children inoculated by
the profeffor. Befides, as the war muft foon now be atan
end, (for it is evident that neither we, nor our only ally, the
king of Pruffia, can carry it on three months longer ;) per=
haps you may have a better chance of recovering your old
employment, or of getting fome other of that fort, by be-
ing ready on the other fide of the water than on this. All
that 1 can do, you are fure that I willdo. T will {peak
ftrongly to his grace ; but whether he can {erve you, or
who can, is much above my fkill to difcover ; for, 1n the
prefent unaccountable ftate of our domeftic affairs, 1o
man knows, who is minifter, and who not. We inquire
here, as the old woman at Amfterdam did long ago, ol
demeure le fouverain 2 (where does the fovereign live ? )

In my retirement, and with my deafnefs, and other in-
firmities, I am ufelefs to you, and to every body elfe ; but
inmy fentiments, 1 am not the lefs warmly and faithfully,

Yours,

G

LETTER: CXIV

T O T HE S AME,
Bath, Dec. 10, 1757

I P A SS over lightly the arrival of the young lady, to
congratulate you very heartily upon Mrs. Day rolles’s re-
covery from pain and danger. My compliments to her
thereupon.

I am glad that Keith goes (oon to Ruffia; he will exe-
cute his orders, 1 believe, faithfully, but I wifh we had
fomebody there, who could occafionally foften, or invi-
gorate, his inftructions, venture to take {fomething vpon
himfelf, infinuate rather than propofe, and, according to
occurrences, fay more or le(s than he thinks ; but where
is this man? 1am fure I do not know him. I wifh the
king of Pruffia could and would f{end a very able fellow,

who
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who belongs to him, fncognito to Peterfburgh. It is one
Cagnoni, who is well acquainted with that court, and s,
I believe, the ableft, and moft dexterous, agent for that
fort of work in Europe. We may flatter ourfelves as much
as we pleafe, and be in filly high fpirits upon trifling for-
tunate events, but if we cannot break the alliance, that now
fubfifts againft ns, we muft be finally undone ; and that
is as demonftrable, as it is that three are more than one,
O, but now we have hopes of Denmark s fuch hopes, I
fuppofe, as we had very lately of Spain, with whom we
never were worfe than at that very moment. But take
my word for it, you will not get Denmark. Que diable
Jerott notre gendre dans cette galere 2 (Why fhould our fon
in law (@) interfere in this quarrel) ? Will he renounce the
French {ubfidies, which he now enjoys gratis and quietly,
and thruft himfelf in, between Ruflia and Sweden, to be
crufhed by both ? Are we in a fituation to Invite or tempt
forcign powers to embark in our wretched bottom ? Sure-
ly not. They are perhaps not convinced that we have
heads to contrive ; but they are very fure, by experience,
that we have no hands to execute. % % * % * »
They know our debt, and they know our expence.
Bernfdorf (b) ne s’y lajffera pas prendre. (Bernfdorf is not
to be taken in). Our prince of Brunfwick will, I believe,
have the advantage in the firft blow, and then how glad we
fhall be, in what fpirits! The poft afterwards will bring
an account of Hanover’s being put to fire and fword 3 and
then how forry, how dejected wefhall be! % %
His grace of Bedford feems to pafs his time but indif-
ferently in- Ireland.  Our news-mongers here recal him
from Ireland, and make him lord fteward, which by the
way, I dare fay he will not accept of. They fend lord
Holdernefle in his room to Ireland, where, if he does go,
the Lord have mercy upon him! for that machine is fall-
ing to pieces, let who will go. Then they make lord Ha-
lifax fecretary of ftate in his (tead, and Dupplin firft lord
of trade. Whether this, or but half on’t, or none on’t,
be true, Ilittle either know or care. Iam bur a paflenger,
and {o near my journey’s end, that I am very little inqui-
fitive about the remainder of it. I am

(#) The king of Denmark. This lord Chefterfield took from Moliere’s
Fourberies de Scapin. Several of this inimitable author’s fentences are
wecome proverbs.

(4) The prime minifter of Denmark.
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I am very unwell, but not worfe than when I wrote to
you laft. This, I am fure, Iam,
Yours,
C.

P. §. This moment I have received the news of the
king of Pruffia’s farther fucceffes [ am very glad of
them, but calmly fo. Whereas I am fure they will
make many, [ might fay moft, peopfe drunk, and mad
wm_;m But the oreat d‘hmcr‘ ftill fubfifts, and that
is the objet that I have always in my mind. I have alfo
this morning received a letter from the refident at Ham-
bourg, (a) in which he tells me, that he has reafon to be-
lieve, that he fhall be foon ordered to return here, to
attend this [?sﬂ'mn of pﬂr]inment. I hope he is mifinform-
ed; for, in the firft place, I fee no probnbiliry that his
ﬁng e vote can be \”amui as the vigorous pmftutu(m of
the war, the king of Pruffia for ever, and down with the
French, makes all that mob as unanimous as any bear-
garden mob whatfoever. In the next p’i;lce, it would
take the boy  from his trade, which he has but begun
to learn, and feems to apply himfelf to, to be fauntering
about the ftreets of London, with all our }f;llhqj;zmc.;jz:,
Pray, therefore, lofe no time in folliciting the duke of
Newcaftle and lord Holdernefle, in my name, that he

may not be fent for over this year, unlefs there thould
be fuch an abfolute neceflity for one fingle vote, as I am
fure I cannot, and as I believe they do not, forefee. |
fhould be very glad, hereafter, to have him find favour
in his walk of ufc but I would firit have hLim deferve
it, by his diligence and abilities. This winter’s interrup-
tion of his bufinefs, would put him at leaft three or four
years back. Therefore again, with my beft compli-
ments to the duke of Newcattle and lord Holderneffe,
tell them that | earneftly beg it as a favour of them, that
he may not return this year at leaft, without a moft ab-
folute neceflity.

£

. (a) His fon Mr. Stanhope, then member of parliament for Lefkard
i Cornwall.

LETA
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