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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOKII. LET. CXVI. 299

L ET BE-REECXVL
TO THE S AME,

Bath, Chriftmas-day, 1757

DEAR DAYROLLES,

I HAVE, this moment, received your Iut r. Ifrmly
believe the king of Pruflia’s viGtory at Liffa ; the account
of it, to, and frm’n the two Mitchels (2) "1‘111 I think
upon the whole, be true, though perhaps m(:’r nified in
particular pqns [ am very glad of it; but (ol erly fo,
for, to give me joy, I muft hn e a rrrcat deal more. If
thert: has been a battle in the electorate, I will venture to
prophefy that thofe who attacked got the better; for 1
fuppofe that monfieur de Richelieu would be wife Ehonrﬂ
not to rifk a battle, without a great fuperionity, and in
that cafe, if he attacked, I fear we fhall be beaten; bm.
if he fmmd himfelf in a fituation, in which he could no

avoid a battle, and that we attacked bim, I think we
fhall beat him. But if we do, ftill mark the end on’t.

The more I thirk over the three plans mentioned in my
laft, the more | thivk them both nc'w{hr} and praclica-
ble. This, at leaft, I am fure of, that they are our laft
convulfive ftruggles, for at this rate we cannot poflibly
live through the year 1759. Nous jouons de #otre reffe,
and therefore fhould pulh it. 4 toute outrance. (This be-
ing our laft ftroke fhould bL a defperate one.)

“As for the houfe of lords, I may fay with truth, What
can [ do 1in that I‘[ll"'IEL'OUS aflemmbly, who cannot enjoy
the company of three or four friends, by the chimney
corner, or round a table? Can I, or " thould I fpeak,
when T cannot reply ? No: quiet is both my choice and
my lot. ‘The will muft now ftand for the deed;
I fhall fincerely with well to my {pecics, to my country,
and to my friends, but can ferve none of them. What
little offices I can do in private life, I will to my power,

This

(@) Sir Andrew Mitchel, the Britith envoy to the Pruffian court,
and Mr. Mitchel, for many years refident from the king of Pruflia in
1.G:Tilﬁr]




300 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS
This is the feafon of compliments, confequently of
lyes, I will there cfore make you none, at fuch a fufpicious
time. You know, I love you, Mrs. Dayrolles, and all
who belong to you both: guefs the reft.
Yours, faithfully,
C.

LET- T ER €CXVIL
TO THE S AME,

Blackheath, June 10, 1763.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I Heartly congratulate you upon your gout, it 1s a cer-
tain cure for all your other complaints, It is a proof
of prefent riches, and a certain pledge of their future in-
creafe. It 1sa fign of long life; for it is well known
that every man lives juft as long after the firft fit of the
gout, as he had done before it.

Though this fit has been a very flight and fhort one,
it is, however, an earneft of frequent ‘and beneficial re-
turns of it.

Itisa grant of health for life, not :in the power of
kings and courts to give or take away; and therefore
more valuable than all the places and rfwrﬁuuq which
his majefty has been pleafed to grant lately to {fo many
of his faithful ﬂlbj*’“

As an introduction to this laft favour, it pleafed heaven
to grant you previoufly a great fhare of exemplary pa-
tience, to enable you to make a right ufe of it.

But after all, if comparifon leffens calamities, and that

you fhould grumble a little at fome trifling fhootings and
thlobbmm in your foot, any lady can affure you, that
they are nothing when compared to the pangs of child-
bearing.

God blefs you and Co, very ferioufly; for I am very
{erioufly and fincerely

Yours,
CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER
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