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LET T ER_ -CXXI%

To Sir THomas Ropinson, Bart.

Blackheath, O&, 13, 1456.
S1R,

‘\ /H AT can a hermit {=nd you from hence in return
for your entertaining letter, but his thanks ? 1 fee nobody
here by choice, and I hear nobody by neceflity. As for
the contemplations of a deaf, folitary fick man, I am fure
| they cannot be entertaining to a man in health and {pints,
as [ iﬂr}pr you are. Since [ faw you, 1 have had not one
hour’s health, the returns of my vertigos and fubfequent
we ‘ancq mci langours, grow both ftron ger and more
frequent, and In (hort I exift to no one gcmd purpofe of
life ; and therefore do not care how foon {o ufeclefs and
tirelome an exiftence ceafes entirely. This wretched fitu-
ation makes me read, with the utmoft coolnefs and indif-
ference, the accounts in the news-papers; for they are my
only informers, now you are gone, of wars abroad, and
Cl’mﬁe at home, I with well to my [pulu; n gcner’ﬂ
and to my country in particular, and therefore lament the
havock that is already m: wde, and likely to be made, of the
former, and the inevitable ruin which I fec approaching by
great ftrides to the latter : but 1 conil—i'q thole fenfations
are not fo quick in me now as ir rmerly ]( ng illnels blunts
them, as well as others, and perhaps too, e clf-love bei ing now
out of the cafe, | do not feel fo fenfibly for others, as I
fhould do, if that were more concerned. This I know 1s
wrong, but I fear it is nature,

Since

* This and the two following detached letters are fallen into my
hands : however unconneéted with-the former, they are here inferted,
as, I flatter myfelf, every genuine piece of the noble author will prove
acceptable to my readers.

I have been informed that an intimate acquaintance fubﬁ'-‘” between
the writer of the followin g letters, an d the gentleman to whom 1 th y are
addrefled, [or above halfa century, which gave rife to a very voluminous
corrcipondence. Should thefe h.‘{lt'ls together w ith the anfwers that have
been caretyl .1_ [\l{i I‘.Ltl, ever appear in ]Jlll'll1 a8 "OLL hl‘; T.IJL‘} niay, l]]LV
m L'ﬂ prove an agreeable liter:ry acq uifition, and iurmih a very iilhlng
and progreflive picture of modern t1111L=
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Since you are your own fteward, do not cheat yourfelf;
for I have known many a man lofe more by bt-iuq-' his own
fteward, than he would have been robbed of by ;1;;}- other :
tenants are always too hard for landlords, efpecially fuch
landlords as think they underftand thofe matters and do
not, which with fubmiffion may poflibly be your cafe,

I go next week to the Bath, by orders of the fkilful ;
which I obey, becaufe all places are alike to me; other-
wife, I expedt no advantage from it. = But in all places, I
fhall be moft faithfully

Yours,

L.E'FT E R~ CXXIL
TO THE SAME.

Bath, Jan. 15, 1757,

RECEW[{D of fir Thomas Robinfon, baronet, two let-
ters, the one bearing date the 10th, and the other the 13th
of this prefent meonth, both containing great information
and amufement ; for which I promife to pay at fight my
fincereft thanks and acknowledgments. Witnefs my hand.

CHESTERFIELD.

T'his promifing note is all that, in my prefent ftate of
ignorance and dullnefs, I can offer you, for pay I cannot.
The attempt upon the king of France was undoubtedly
the refult of religious enthufiafm : for civil enthufiafm often
draws the {word, but feldom the dagger. The latter feems
facred to ecclefiaftical purpofes ; it muft have a great effect
upon him one way or other, according as fear or refentment

may operate. In the former cafe, he will turn bigot,
which
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