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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. CXXIV, 307
L ET'T E R CXXIV.

To Dr. CHeYNE, of Bath*®
London, April 20, 1742.
DEAR DOCTOR,

O UR inquiries and advice concerning my health are

very pleafing marks of your remembrance and friend-
thip, which, I affure you, I value as I ought. It is very true,
I have, during thefe laft three months, had frequent returns
ofmy giddineffes, languors, and other nervous fymptoms, for
which I have, taken vomits; the firft did me good, the others
rather difagreed with me. Itis the fame with my diet ; fome-
times the loweft agrees, at other times difagrees with me. In
fhort, after all the attention and obfervation I am capabie of,
Ican hardly fay what does me good and what not. My con-
ftitution conforms itfelf fo much to the fafhion of the times,
that it changes almoft daily its friends for its enemies, and
its enemies for its friends. Your alkalifed mercury, and your
Burgundy, have proved its two moft conftant friends. Itake
them both now, and with more advantage than any other
medicine. I propofe going again to Spa, as {oon as the feafon
will permit, having really received great benefit by thofe
waters laft year, and I find my fhattered tenement admits
of but half repairs, and requires thiem annually.

The corpus fanum, which you wifh me, will never be my
lot, but the #mens fana; 1hope, will be continued to me, and
then I fhall better bear the infirmitiesof the body. Hitherto,
far from impairing my reafon, they have only made me more
reafonable, by fubduing the tumultuous and troublefome
paffions. I enjoy my friends and my books as much as ever,
and I feek for no other enjoyments ; fo that I am become
a perfe@ philofopher, but whether ma{gré mot or no, I will
not take upon me to determine, not being fure that we do
not owe more of our merit to accidents than our pride and
felf-love are willing to afcribe to them.

* This letter is printed from a copys, which was given me by the
countefs of Chefterficld. Dr. Cheyne died foon after the date of this
letter.
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208 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS,

I read with great pleafure your book, which your book-
feller fent me according to your directions. The phyfical
part is extremely good, and the metaphyfical part may be
fo too, for what I know, and I believe it is; for asIlook up-
on all metaphyfics to be guefs work of imagination, I know
no imagination likelier to hit upon the right than yours;
and I will take your guefsagainft any other metaphyfician’s
whatfoever. ‘That part, which is founded upon knowledge
and experience, Ilook upon asa work of public utility, and
for which the prefent age and their pofterity may be obliged
to you, if they will be pleafed to follow it,

THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK.
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