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320 LORD CHESTERFIELDS LETTERS

but it is really a ruinous one to Ireland : nine gentlemen in
tenin Ireland are impoverifhed by the great quantity of

claret, which, from miftaken notions of hofpitality and dig-
nity, the}r thmklt neceflary fhould be drank in their houfes
this expence leaves them no room to improve their eﬁates,
by proper indulgence upon proper conditions to their tenants,
who muft pay them to the full, and upon the very day, that
they may pay their wine merchants.

‘There was 4 law, in one of the antient govcrnments, [
have forgot which *, that empowered a man to kill his wife,
if the fme t ofmne., I moft fincerely wifh that there were
alaw mn Ireland, and better executed than moft laws are, to
empower the wives to kill their hufbandsin the like cale s ;
it would promote fobriety extremely, if the effects of con-
Jjugal affection were fully confidered.

Do you grow fat ? Are Mrs. Chenevix and your children
all well # Are you as chearful and as happy as your good
confcience ought to make you ? Ihope them all, for, upon
my word, I:Obody loves and values you more than

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LB E-0Ir B R X,
TO THE SAME,

1747 T
MY DEAR LORD, %

I AM veryglad tohear of your fafe arrival upon Irifh ground,
fter your diftrefles upon theIrifh feas: efcapes always make
peopleeither muchbolder ormuch more timid than they were

* It was that of the antient Romans : that law, indeed, did not fab-
fift long in all its feverity ; but even when the ladies had obtained the
permiflion of drinking wine, they were punifhed for abufing of thatin-

dulgence ; and the mie of a {enator, hawnc been convicted of d] unken-
nefs, was de;n ived of her marriage pm..m.

+ This date is not in the hand of lord Chefteifield ; and I fufpe@ it

1o be faulty.
before ;
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before ; yours, I hope, will have the former of thefe effects,
and encourage you rather to vifit your friends in England.

I have been a country gentleman a great while, for me,
that is, I have now been a fortnight together at Black-
heath, and ftay three or four days longer. The furor hor-
tenfis (garden-madnefs) has feized me, and my acre of ground
here affords me more pleafure than kingdoms do to kings ;
for my object is not to extend, but to enrich it. My gar-
dener calls me, and I muft obey. Beas well and as chearful
a8 you can, and believe me moft faithfully and truly

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

L ETT E°R X,

TO THE SAME.

Bath, March 1, 1748.
MY DEAR LORD,

I THANK you for your kind letter, by which I am
glad to find that you approve of my refignation, and of
my refolution to enjoy the comforts of a private life: indeed
I'had enough both of the pageantry and hurry of public
life, to fee their futility, and I withdraw from them, u#Z
conviva fatur (as a fatisfied gueft,) This conviétion from
experience fecured me from regret: thofe who have only
feen the gaudy outfide of great ftations, languifh for their
}}idden charmis, which in my mind foon fatiate after poflef-
ian *,

I am very slad to hear that Tfhall have the pleafure of
feeing you and your family here this fummer ; I know that
I cannot fee a fruer nos a warmer friend, which, Iaffure
you, you may fay too when you fee me. I fuppofe that

* When I had the honor to fee lord Chefterfield, fome time after his
refignation, one reafon he told me why he was glad he had refigned,
Was becaufe it was very difficult, in the publicftation he was in, tobe

intirely free from doing things that were not quite r i%xhb .
Bifhop of Waterford.

Vor, III ¢ you
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