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TO HIS FRIENDS, BOOK III. LET. XVI.
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LETTER XIV.

T O THE-=§AME.

London, July 14, 1752
MY DEAR LORD,

KNOW thegentlenefs, the humanity, and the tender-
| nefs of your nature too well to doubtof your grief, and
Iknow the objecof it * too well to blame it 5 no, in {uch
cafes it is-a commendable not a blameable paffion, and s al-
ways infeparable from a heart, that is capable of friendfhip
or love. T therefore offer yow notrite and always unavailing
arguments of confolation ; but as any ftrong and prevailing
paffion is-apt to make us neglect or forget for the time out
moft important'duties, I muft remind: you of two.in parti-
cular, the neglet of which would: render your grief, n-
ftead of pious, criminal: Emeani your duty to your child-
ren 4s a father, and to your diocefe as a bithop. Your care
of your childrenmuft be doubled, in order to repair as far
as poffible their lofs; and the public traft of your flock muft
not {ufter from a perfonal and private concern. Thefe1n-
cumbent and neceffary duties will fometimes fufpend, and
at laft mitigate, that grief, which I confefs mere reafon
would not: they are equally moral and chriftian duties,
which T am fure no confideration upon earth will ever make
you neglect. May your affiduous difcharge of them infen-
fibly leffen that affliction, whicly, if indulged, would prove
as fatal to you and’your family, as it muft be vain and un-
availing: to her whofe lofs you juftly lament I Iam, with
the greateft truth and affection, my dear lord,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

% The death.of Mrs. Chenevix, the bilhop’s wife.
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