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330 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

learn, and your daughters read what girls thould read,
hiftory ; the former cannot know too much, and the latter
ought not.

Iam fo weary of giving an account of my own wretched
deafnefs, that I fhould not attempt it, did not I know that
the kind intereft which you take in whatever concerns me,
makes you both defire and expectit. I am then neither bet-
ter nor worfe than when I wrote to you laft ; I have tried
many things, and am going on to try many others, but with-
out expecting any benefit from any medicine but patience.
Fam,

My dear lord,

fingerely yours,
CHESTERFIELD,

EE+TT-ER XVHY%
TO THE SAME.

Bath, O&. 10, 1753
MY DEAR LORD,

I DELAYED for fome time acknpwledging your kind
letter, that I might be better able to anfwer your inqui-
ries after my health. T know the flowy from: the pazt you
take in it, and not from cuftom or ceremony. I am fure
you wifh all your fetlow-creatures well, andL am al-
moftas fure that you diftinguifh me among them as yous
friend: But what account can F now give ‘you of myfelfi?
None that will pleafe either of us. I came here deafer than
you left me at Blackheath. I have bathed and pumped my
head four times, by which operations I think I have gained
a little, but fo little that a folid! citizen, would call it-at mofk

* The ariginal of this letter was not received,

a farthing
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aﬁuﬂﬁnghiathouﬁuuipounds;thaughattheﬂnﬂethnelw:
would add, that that was better than nothing. I belong no
more to focial life, which, when I quitted bufy public life, I
flattered myfelf would be the comfort of my declining days;
but that, it feems, is not given me. I neither murmur nor
defpair ; the lot. of millions of my fellow-creatures is ftill
worle than mine. Exquifite pains of the body, and ftill
greater of the mind, confpire to torture many of them. 1
thank God Iam free from both, and I look upon the priva-
tion of thofe ills asa real good. A prouder being than I am,
alord, or if you will a ftately duke, of the whole creation,
wprhthﬂmgymﬂmammmuﬁhmrm@m&md
am humble enough to allow my conftitution its fhare. [ am
naturally of a chearful difpofition. I view things in their
moft comfortable light, and I unavailingly repine at no-
thing that cannot be retrieved.

I am very glad that you, and your little family, met re-
ciprocally fo well at Waterford, May- you always part un-
willingly and' meet tenderly ! That, I am perfuaded, will
always be the cafe; I can truft to you forit; for I main-
tain that children and fubjets, though their obligations are
certainly the leffer of the two, are much feldomer in the
wrong, than parents and kings.

You afk me what books your daughters fhould read.
Hiftories of all kinds'; firfy, Puffendorff’s Introduttion to the
Hiftory of all Nations, which is very fhort, and.then. the par-
ticular and more extenfive hiftory, ofeach. Corneille, Racine,
Moliere and Boileau, with as many of” the modern French
plays as they pleafe; they being moft correctly pure and
moral. I do not mean thole du Théatre Italien, or dela Foire,
which are exceedingly licentious. Thefe will not be lefs
proper for your fon, whom you thould never fuffer to be
idle one minute. 1 do not call play, of which. he ought to
have a good fhare, idlenefs; but 1 mean fitting ftill 1n a
chair in total ination: it makes boys.lazy and indolent.

Good night, my dear lord ; no man can bs more faith-
fully yoyrs, than.

CHESTERFIELD.

L E T-




	Seite 330
	Seite 331

