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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 1. LET,.XXL 335
L B B B EsiBerm XX
TO THE SAME.

Janwary 29, 1755,
MY DEAR LORD,

A M little able to write, and lefsfo to think, having been

o ill-all this week, of my old complaints in my head and
flomach, that I amto go to-Bath as foon asIfhall be able to
endure the fatigue of the journey, which I hope may be, in
five or fix days, My anfwer to your laft kind letter muft
therefore be much fhorter than otherwife it probably would
have been.

I have carefully read over lord Limerick’s* bill, and ap-
prove of the principle. I had thought of {uch a one, when
[ was in Ireland, but foen found it would be.impolfiible to
carry it through the houfe of commonsin any decent thape ;
but Thould lord Limerick think proper to puth it this feflion,
I would recommend a few alterations. I would only re-
quire the priefts to take the oath of allegiance fimply, and
not the fubfequent oaths, which, in my opinion, no real papift
can také; the confequence of which would be, that the leaft
confcientious priefts would be regiftered, and the moft con-
fcientious ones excluded. = Befides that, where one oath will
not bind, three will not; and the pope’s difpenfation from
the oath of allegiance will not be more prevalent, nor more
eafily granted, than his difpenfation from that oath, by
which his power is abjured. _Put then I would make that
fingle oath of allegiance more full and folemn, as for inftance.
“ I, A. B.'duly corifidering the facred nature of an oath,
and the horrible crime of perjury, which, by all' the reli-
oions in the world, is juftly abhorred as a moft damnable
fin; do moft fincetely promife and {wear that'I wll be
faithful and bear true allégiadce ‘to'his ‘majefty king
George theé fecond.  So help e that great and cternal
* God, who krows niy inmoi{’ thoughts, anid whom 110w
moft folétrnly ¢all ipod to attell the truth 'of them.”
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536 LORD CHESTERFIELDs LETTERS

The perfon taking this oath fhould be obliged to recite
diftinétly and deliberately, and not to be allowed to mut-
ter it over in that indecent and flovenly manner, in which
oaths are generally taken. I will venture to add, thofe who
will not obferve this oath, taken in this manner, will fill
lefs obferve any abjuration cof the Pope’s difpenfing power;
fince fuch abjuration is, by all papifts looked upon as 2
nullity.

I would alfo advife that all penalties of death, which in
thefe cafes muft end in impunity, fhould be changed into
clofe imprifonment, for a term of years, or in fome cafes
for life. ‘Then there would be perhaps detections and pro-
fecutions ; but in cafe of death there will be none; for who
will go and hang a poor devil only for being a regular, or
an enthufiaft ?

When I tell you that thefe are my thoughts upon this
fiibjet, I do not affirm that I think at all, for in truth; I am
fo weak in body at this time, that I prefume Iam juft as
weak in mind too. - Thisonly I am fure of, that I am, my

dear lord, moft faithfully

Yours,

CHESTERPIELD.

LESTE R XX
TO THE SAME,

Londony March 12, 1755.
MY DEAR LORD,

HIT E* was puzzled, what account to give you
of me, and therefore gave you none, and, to fay
the truth, . I am pretty. much in.the fame cafe myfelf ; only
refolved to-anfwer as well as I can your kind enquiries after
me. - .1 am. tolerably well one day, ill the next, and well

¢ An old and faithful fervant ef lord Chefterfield.
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