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536 LORD CHESTERFIELDs LETTERS

The perfon taking this oath fhould be obliged to recite
diftinétly and deliberately, and not to be allowed to mut-
ter it over in that indecent and flovenly manner, in which
oaths are generally taken. I will venture to add, thofe who
will not obferve this oath, taken in this manner, will fill
lefs obferve any abjuration cof the Pope’s difpenfing power;
fince fuch abjuration is, by all papifts looked upon as 2
nullity.

I would alfo advife that all penalties of death, which in
thefe cafes muft end in impunity, fhould be changed into
clofe imprifonment, for a term of years, or in fome cafes
for life. ‘Then there would be perhaps detections and pro-
fecutions ; but in cafe of death there will be none; for who
will go and hang a poor devil only for being a regular, or
an enthufiaft ?

When I tell you that thefe are my thoughts upon this
fiibjet, I do not affirm that I think at all, for in truth; I am
fo weak in body at this time, that I prefume Iam juft as
weak in mind too. - Thisonly I am fure of, that I am, my

dear lord, moft faithfully

Yours,

CHESTERPIELD.

LESTE R XX
TO THE SAME,

Londony March 12, 1755.
MY DEAR LORD,

HIT E* was puzzled, what account to give you
of me, and therefore gave you none, and, to fay
the truth, . I am pretty. much in.the fame cafe myfelf ; only
refolved to-anfwer as well as I can your kind enquiries after
me. - .1 am. tolerably well one day, ill the next, and well

¢ An old and faithful fervant ef lord Chefterfield.

again
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again perhaps the third; that is, my diforders in my
ftomach, and my giddinefles in my head, return frequently
and unexpectedly. Proper care and medicines remove them
for the time, but none will prevent them. My deafnefs grows
gradually worfe, which in my mind implies a total one be-
fore it be long. In this unhappy fituation, which I have rea-
fon to fuppofe will every day grow worfe, I ftill keep up my
pirits tolerably, that is, I am free from melancholy,
which T think isall that can be expected. This I imputeto
that degree of philofophy, which I have acquired by long
experience of the world. T have enjoyed all its pleafures,
and confequently know their futility, and do not regret
their lofs. I appraife them at their real value, whichin truth
isvery low; whereas thof¢, who have not experienced, always
over-rate them. They only fee their gay outfide, and are
dazzled with their glare ; but Thave been behind the {cenes.
It is 2 common notion, and like many common ones a very
falfe one, that thofe, who have led a life of plcafure and bufi=
nefs, can never be eafy in retirement ; whereas I am per-
fuaded that they are the only people who can, if they have
any fenfe, and refletion. They can look back occulo irretorto
(without an evil eye) upon what they from knowledge de-
fpife ; others have always a hankering after what they are
not acquainted with. I look uponall that has pafled, as one
of thofe romantic dreams, that opium commonly occalions,
and I do by no means defire to repeat the nanfeous dofe, for
the fake of the fugitive dream. When Ifay that I hdve no
regret, T do not mean that I have no remorfe ; for a life of
either bufinefs or ftill more pleafure, never was, nor never
will be, a ftate of innocence. But God, who knows the
ftrength of human paflions, and the weaknefs of human rea-
fon, will, it is to be hoped, rather mercifully pardon, than
jutly punifh, acknowledged errors. .

I fuppofe you already know that you have a new lord lieu-
tenant, lord Hartington, who, it is thought, will heal and
compofe your divifions. I heartily with, for the fake of the
country, that it may prove fo. :

A war with France is generally looked upon hete as -
evitable; but for my own part, I cannot help thinking as
well as withing that things may end quietly in a treaty. 1
am fo remote, and fo indifferent a {peQtator, except in the

Vo, IIL Z wifhes;
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wifhes, which every man owes to his country, that I am
il informed myfelf, and confequently no good informer of
others.

I hope your little family are all well, and continue to
an{wer your care in their education. May you and they be
long and mutually comforts 10 eachother !” Adieu, my dear
lord ; no man living can be more fincerely and aﬁ"eétitmate]y
than [ am,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

E-EEE T ER - XXHIL
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, June 26, 1733
MY DEAR LORD,

OULD I take any thing ill of you, who Tam fure ne-

ver meaned any to me or any man living, it would be
your fufpecting that Idid; which I believe is the firft unjuft
fufpicion that ever you entertained of any body, and I am
the more concerned at it, becaufe I know that it gave you
uneafinefs. [ confefs myfelf four lettersin your debt, but, to
tell you the truth, I have of late contracted {o many debts
of that kind that I am very near a bankruptcy, though not
a fraudulent one, upon my word, for I will honeftly declare
my circumftances; and then my creditors will, Idare fay,
compound with me upon reafonable terms, White told you
true, when he told you that I was well, by which he meaned
all that he could know, which was, that [ had no immediate
lnefs ; but he did not know the inward feelings, which in-
crealing deafhefs and gradually declining health occafion.
Some time before I leff Iondon I had a fevere return of my
old complaints in my head and ftomach, which are always
followed
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