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438 LORD CHESTERFIELDs LETTERS

wifhes, which every man owes to his country, that I am
il informed myfelf, and confequently no good informer of
others.

I hope your little family are all well, and continue to
an{wer your care in their education. May you and they be
long and mutually comforts 10 eachother !” Adieu, my dear
lord ; no man living can be more fincerely and aﬁ"eétitmate]y
than [ am,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

E-EEE T ER - XXHIL
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, June 26, 1733
MY DEAR LORD,

OULD I take any thing ill of you, who Tam fure ne-

ver meaned any to me or any man living, it would be
your fufpecting that Idid; which I believe is the firft unjuft
fufpicion that ever you entertained of any body, and I am
the more concerned at it, becaufe I know that it gave you
uneafinefs. [ confefs myfelf four lettersin your debt, but, to
tell you the truth, I have of late contracted {o many debts
of that kind that I am very near a bankruptcy, though not
a fraudulent one, upon my word, for I will honeftly declare
my circumftances; and then my creditors will, Idare fay,
compound with me upon reafonable terms, White told you
true, when he told you that I was well, by which he meaned
all that he could know, which was, that [ had no immediate
lnefs ; but he did not know the inward feelings, which in-
crealing deafhefs and gradually declining health occafion.
Some time before I leff Iondon I had a fevere return of my
old complaints in my head and ftomach, which are always
followed
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followed by fuch weaknefs, and languors, that I am incapa-~
ble of any thing but reading, and that too in an idle and
defultory “manner. Writing fecms tobe alting, as was
afferted in thecafe of Algernon Sidney, which my wis iner-
tie will not fuffer me to undertake, and [ put it off from
day to day, as Felix did Paul, toa more convenient feafon.
When I “removed to this place, I flattered myfelf that the
purity of the air, and the exercife of riding, which it would
tempt me to take, would reftore me to fuch a degree of
health, ftrength, and confequently {pirits, as to enable me
not only to difcharge my epiftolary debts, but alfo to amufe
myfelf with writing fome effays and hiftorical tracts. I was
foon difappointed ; for I had not been here above ten days,
when 1 had a ftronger attack than my former, and which, 1
believe, would have been the final one, had Inot very fca-
fonably been let blood. From that time, though, as they
call it, recovered, I have more properly crawled, than walk-
ed among my fellow vegetables, breathed than exifted, and
dreamed than thought. This, upon my word, isthe true
and only caufe of my long filence. I begin to regain ground
a little, but indeed very flowly.

As to the letter which you feared might have difpleafed
me, I proteft, my dear lord, Ilooked upon it as the tendereft
mark of your friendfhip ; I had given occalion toit, and I
expected it both from your affetion and your charalter.
Thofe refle€tions are never improper, though too often un-
welcome, and confequently ufelefs in youth: but I am now
come to 2 time of life both to make and receive them with
fatisfaction, and therefore I hope with utility. One cannot
think of one’s own exiftence without thinking of the eternal
author of it; and one cannot confider his phyfical or moral
attributes without fome fear, though in my mind ftill more
hopes. It is true we can have no adequate notions of the
attributes of a beingfo infinitely fuperior to us; but accord-
ing to the beft notions, which we are capable of forming of
his juftice and mercy, the latter, which is the comfortable
fcale, feems neceffarily topreponderate. Your quotation from
archbifhop Tillot{on contains a fair and candid accountof the
Chriftian religion ; and had his challenge been accepted, he
would certainly have had an eafy victory. He was certainly
the moft gentle and candid of all churchmen of any religité?.
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Un efprit de corps is too apt, though I believe often unper-
ceived, to biafs their conduct and inflame an honeft, though
too in temperate, zeal. It is the fame 1n every fociety ofmf. n;
for it is in human nature to be affe¢ted and warped by ex-
ample and numbers : you are, without a compliment, the
only one that I know untainted.

To defcend to the world, and particularly to that part of
it where you refide, your prefent ftate feems to me an auk-
ward one; your late ferment {eems rather {ufpended than
quieted, and I think I fee matter for a fecond fermentation,
when your parliament meets. Some, I believe, will afk too
much, and others perhaps will grant too little. I wifh both
parties may be wifer and honefter, and then they will be
quieter thanthey have been of late. Both fides would be
highly offended, if one were to advife them to apply them-
felves to civil matters only, in thelimited fenfe of that word,
I mean trade, manufactures, good domeftic order, fubordi-
nation, &c. and m* to meddle fo much with politics, in
which I cannot help faying, they are but bunglers. No harm
i1s intended them h@m he:‘(.e and 1f they will be quiet, no
harm will be done them. "The people have liberty enough,

and the crown has prerogative enough. Thole are the real
enemies to Ireland, who would enlarge either at the expence
of the other, and who have ftarted points, that ought never
to have been mentioned at all, but which will now perpetu-
ally recur.

By this time, I fear, I havetired you ; but I am fure that
in half this time I fhould have been tired with writing halffo
much to any body elfe. ~ Adicu thep, my dear lord, and be
convinced that while Iam at all, I {hall be, with the trueft
efteem and effeétion,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:

I hope the young family continues to be well, and to do well.
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