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Blackheath, Aug. 30, 1755,
MY DEAR LORD,

Confefs myfelfin every refpect a very bad correfpondent.
I My heart only does its duty, but my head and hand of-
ten refufe to do theirs. You, Tam fure, are charitable
enough to every body, and juft enough to me, to accept
of intentions initead of actions. ~ Befides I muft acquaint
you, that I have of late had agreat deal more on my hands,
than T cither cared or was fit for. = L’académie aes belles let-
tres at Paris having, God knows why, affociated me to their
body, in return to this unexpected and undeferved compli-
ment, I have bzen obliged to write many letters to individu-
als, and one to the académie en corps (academic body),
which was to be a kind of fpeech; and I fear it was of the
very worft kind, for 1 have been long difufed to compli-
ments and declamations.

Thefe laft fix weeks my ftate of health has been rather
better, tho, by no means good ; and if I can but weather out
the next month tolerably, Iam morally fure of being better
the two following months, which I {hall pafs at Bath ; for
thofe waters always prove a temporary, though never a ra-
dical or permanent, cure of my complaints. However ¢’¢ff
antant de gagné, (it is fo much clear gain) and that is worth
the trouble of the journey.

Hawkins brought me the other day your kind prefent of
Dr. Seed’s fermons. I have rcad fome of them, and like
them very well. But I have neither read nor intend to
read thofe which are meant to prove the exiftence of God;
becaufe it {eems to me too great a difparagement of that
reafon which he has given gs, to require any other proofs of
his exiftence, than thofe which the whole, and every part of
the creation afford us.  If I believe my own exiftence, I
muft believe his : it cannot be proved 4 priori as fome have
idly attempted to do, and cannot be doubted of @ poferiori.
Cato fays very jultly, And that beis all nature cries aloud.
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By what T hear from Ireland, the ferment does not feem
to fubfide hitherto, but-rather to encreafe. However [ can .
not help thinking but that things will go quietly enough in
the next feffion of parliament. The caftie will, T take it
for granted, fome how or other, procurea majority, which,
when the patriots perceive, they will probably think half a

)
loaf better than no bread, and come into meafures. I wifh,

for the {ake of Ireland, that they may ; for Iam very fure
that, while the fquabbles fubfift, the public good never
enters into the head of either party,

However your public affairs may go, Iamvery glad to
find that your private ones go fo well, and that your chil-
dren anfwer your care and expectations, May you long
contribute mutually to your refpective happinefs!

Yours moft faithfully,

CHESTERFIELD,
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'E' Received vour Jaft kind letter, but the day before I was

: ‘ sand fet out for this place, where [ have
now been juft a fortnight. Inone refpect I am the better for
that fortmighe, I mean with regard to my flomach, or more
properly my digeftion ; for I do not care twopence whither I

I not, but I care much 1o digeft what [ do eat, which
I have not done the laft three monshs, and now do. D’ailleurs,
I am what you call in Ire land, and a very good expreflion I
think it is, wnwell. This unwellnefs affects the mind as well
asthe body, and gives them both 5 difagreeable inertnefs,
I force my body into action, and take proper exercife ; but
there fls no forcing the mind, and al attempts of that kind
are at leaft ineffetual, but oftener difgraceful.
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4 to leave Blackheath
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