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342 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

By what T hear from Ireland, the ferment does not feem
to fubfide hitherto, but-rather to encreafe. However [ can .
not help thinking but that things will go quietly enough in
the next feffion of parliament. The caftie will, T take it
for granted, fome how or other, procurea majority, which,
when the patriots perceive, they will probably think half a

)
loaf better than no bread, and come into meafures. I wifh,

for the {ake of Ireland, that they may ; for Iam very fure
that, while the fquabbles fubfift, the public good never
enters into the head of either party,

However your public affairs may go, Iamvery glad to
find that your private ones go fo well, and that your chil-
dren anfwer your care and expectations, May you long
contribute mutually to your refpective happinefs!

Yours moft faithfully,

CHESTERFIELD,
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'E' Received vour Jaft kind letter, but the day before I was

: ‘ sand fet out for this place, where [ have
now been juft a fortnight. Inone refpect I am the better for
that fortmighe, I mean with regard to my flomach, or more
properly my digeftion ; for I do not care twopence whither I

I not, but I care much 1o digeft what [ do eat, which
I have not done the laft three monshs, and now do. D’ailleurs,
I am what you call in Ire land, and a very good expreflion I
think it is, wnwell. This unwellnefs affects the mind as well
asthe body, and gives them both 5 difagreeable inertnefs,
I force my body into action, and take proper exercife ; but
there fls no forcing the mind, and al attempts of that kind
are at leaft ineffetual, but oftener difgraceful.
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4 to leave Blackheath
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IIL LET. XXV, 343

You will be convinced of that truth, when I fend you 2 -
copy of my letter to Pacademie des belles lettres. It was wrote
ivita Minerva, and is the poor offspring of a rape upon my
relu@ant mind. 1 had not time to have it copied for you
before 1 came here, and forgot to bring it with me ; but
when I return to London 1 will fend you a copy.

I am heartily glad that your quarrels are at laft made up
-1 Ireland ; but Iam glad from a very different motive
frommoft other peoples. I am glad ofiit for the fake of the
country, which I fear was the leaft concern of either the bel-
ligerent parties, ‘The triumph of the patriots is complete,
and the power is now theirs; with all my heart, let them
but ufe it well.

There is a great dealofmoney lying dead in the treafury :
let them apply that to real public ufes. Let them encou-
rage the extenfion and improvement of their manufactures,
the cultivation of their lands, and above all the proteftant
charter {chools. Let them people and civilize the country,
by eftablithing 2 fund toinvite and provide for proteftant
firangers.  Let them make Connaught and Kerry know
that there is a God, a king, and 2 government, three things,
to which they are at prefent utter ftrangers. 'Thefe and
other finch kind of meafures would make them patriots in-
deed, and give them juft weight and reputation. They have
got their own fops, and have now leifure to think of the
public, if they pleafe.

I propofe ftaying here a month or fix weeks longer, or
even more, if 1 think that the waters will do more for me.
All places are now alike to me, as I carry my own folitude
with me wherever I go. Adieu, my dear lord.

Yours moft faithfully,
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