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T O THE SAME:

London, Dec. 15, 1753,
MY DEAR LORD,

Brought with me from Bath rather a little more health

than I carried with me there, but full as much deafnefs;
and this is all the anfwer I can make to your laft kind in-
quiries. 'This, you fee, is a ftate rather of fuffering, than
enjoying life, and indeed Iam very weary of’it, but, thank
God, ennuiis not, asit commonly is, attended with melan-
choly ; and during the reft of my journey, I thall rather
flecp in the voiture (carriage) than be reftlefs and uneafy,
as moft travellers are.

I cannot find here the only copy which T had kept of my
letter to Lacademie des belles lettres s but Mr. Briftow took
cne over with him to Ireland, which I dare fay he will rea-
lily fhew you, and you may fignify my confent to it, by
fhewing him this part of my letter.  When you do fee it,
you will find thatits only merit is itsbeing pretty correct
French, and that it has no intrinfic right to be reckoned
among les belles lettres.

KQue le chien mange le loip, ou que le loup mange le chien,
let the dog devour, o1 be devoured by, the wolf) either in
reland or here, isto me matter of great indifference, pro-
ided that thofe who govern either kingdom would but at
heir Ieifure moments, and when they have nothing better to
do, a little confider the public good ; for after all, there is
fuch a thing as public good, though in-general people feem
not to thiek fo. I am not Urtopian enough to propofe, that
1t {hould mnterfere with private intereft ; but perhaps if duly
confidered, it might appear in fome few cafes to coincide
with,.and promute Iit.

Sheridan haslately publithed herean excellent book en-
ticled Britifh education, Waimed with his fubject he pufhes
it rather too far, as all authors do the particular obje¢t that

has
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has ftruck their imagination, and he is too diffufe ; but upon
the whole, it is both a very ufeful and entertaining book.
When you fee it, you will perhaps think that I am bribed by
the dedication to fay what I now fay of it, for he lays me
on thick ; but that, upon my word, is not the cafe. Thetruth
is, that the feveral fituations, which I have been in, having
made me long the plafiron of dedications, I am become as
callous to flattery, as fome people are to abufe.

I think your brother would be much n the wrong to quit
his prefent commiflion of lieutenant-colonel to an old regi-
ment of horfe, for a new-raifed regiment of foot, which with
twenty others, would, I hope, be very foon broke, The ex-
travagant and groundlefs, though general fears of an invafion
from France, juftify, to the timid public, the prefent mulitary
phrenzy ; but, as I am convinced that the former will {foon
vanith, it is to be hoped the latter will foon after fubfide.
This, at leaft, I am very fure of, that we fhall not be able
to pay three years longer the number of troops which we
now havein our pay. Make my compliments to your young
family ; and be affured that I am, moft faithfully and fin-
cerely, your’s,

CHESTERFIELD,

IL-E-T.T.ER XXVIL

TO THE SAME,

Blackheath, July 15, 1756.
MY DEAR LORD,

T is not without doing fome violence to my weak hand,
and weaker head, that[ attempt o fatisfy your friendly
anxiety about my health. I ftill crawl upon the face of the
earth, neither worfe nor better than 1 was fome months ago,
weary of, but not murmuring at, my difagreeable fituation.
Speaking tires and exhaufts me; and as for hearing I have

none left ; {o that Iam ifol¢ 1n the mid(t of my Friepds and
acquaintance :




	Seite 344
	Seite 345

