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548 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LET TERS

e - el s Rece XXX,

TO THE SAME
Blackheath, Sept. 8, 1757.

I Was very glad to hear of your fafe arrival on the other
fide of the 1 water, and that you found the part of your
family, which you had left there, fo well ; T hope that part
of it which you took with you Bom hence will, by time and
care, be as well too. My own health, which I know you
alwa\,s intereft yourlelf in, gives me nothing to brag of.
About three weeks f:n‘o I had a return of my drlorder- it
is now gone off, anc 1 Tam again in that ftate of vegetation,
In which you left me. In about a month or fix weeks, I pro-
pofe going to Bath, which always f"!w.(" me a reprieve, but
never a free pardon. The halter is always about my neck,
and that you will allow to be rather an uncomfortable ftate
of life.

From this hermitage you muft expect no news : news
does not become an }IL rmitage, but truth does ; and for d’ber-
mite (on the faith of an hermit) I am :

Your fincere and faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERTFIELD.

e et —

E-T T ER XXXI.

TO THE SAME.

Bath, Nov. 22, 1757-
MY -DEAR-LORD

I Shall make but a very upf'n.rquwlﬁw return to your kn‘d
inquiries and folicitude about my health, when I tell
you, that but three days ago I had a very ﬁlnng attack of

my illnefs, which has left me ftill weak and Lrwmi I
tlw_.uo‘ht




TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK HI. LET. XXXI. 349

thought myfelf the better for the waters, which T have now
drank 2 month, till'this relapfe came and undeceived me.
All mineral waters, and the whole materia medica, lofe their
efficacy upon my fhattered carcafe ; and the enemy within
is too hard for them. I bear it all with pauence, and with-
out melancholy, becaufe I muft bear it whether [ will or
no. Phyficalills are the taxes laid upon this wretched life ;
fome are taxed higher, and fome lower, but all pay fome-
thing. My philofophy teaches me to refleét, how much
higher, rather than how much lower, I might have been
taxed. How gentle are my phyfical ills, compared with
the exquifite torments of gout, ftone, &c.! The faculties
of my mind are, thank God, not yet much impaired ; and
they comfort me in my worft moments, and amufe me in
the beft.

I read with more pleafure than ever ; perhaps, becaufeit
is the only pleafure I have left. For, fince am ftruck out
of living ‘company by my deafnefs, Thave recourfe to the
dead whom alone I can hear; and I have afligned them
their ftated hours of audience. Solid folios are the people
of bufinefs, with whom Iconverfe in the morning. Quartos
are the eafier mixed company, with whom I fit after din-
ner; and I pafs my eveningsin the light, and often frivolous,
chit-chat of {mall of2aves and duodecimos. ~ This, upon the
whole, hinders me from withing for death, while other con-
fiderations hinder me from fearing it

Does lord Clanbraffiil bring in his regifter bill this fefiion 2
Ifhe can keep it fhort, ¢lear, and mild,” it. will be, in my
opinion, a very good one. Some time or other, though God
knows when, it will be found out in Ircland, that the po-
pith religion aud influence cannot be {ubdued by force, but
may be undermined and deftroyed by art.  Allow the pa-
pifts to buy lands, let and take leafes equally with the pro-
teftants, but fubject to the gavel aé; which will always
have its effect upon their pofterity at leaft. Tye them
down to the government by the tender:but ftrong bonds of
landed property, which the pope will have much ado to
diffolve, notwithftanding his power of loofening and bind-
ing. Ufe thofe who come over to you, though perhapsanly
feemingly at firft, well and Kkindly, inflead of looking for
their cloven feet and their tails as you donow. Increafe both

your
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your number, and your care of the proteftant charter fchools,
Make your penal laws extremely mild, and then put them
ftrictly in execution.

He tibi erunt artes.
(Thefe will be your arts.)

This would do in time, and nothing elfe will, or ought.
I would as foon murder a man for his eftate, as profecute
him for his religious and {peculative errors ; and, fince Iam
in a way of quoting verfes, I will give you three out of
Walfh’s famous ode to King William,

Nor think it a fufficient caufe,
To punifth men by penal laws,
For not believing right.

Iam very glad that your daughter is recovered, Iam glad

that you are well, and whatever you are glad of will, upon
my word, gladden,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L B P B R A RXXIL
TO THE SAME.

London, March 23, 1758
MY DEAR LORD,

I Find by your letter to madame d’Elitz *, that my two laft
to you mifcarried ; for, upon my word, fince my return
from Bath Thave fent you two letters, one of them particu-
larly with my opinion upon lord Clanbraffiil’sbill. We have
neither of us anyjreafon to regret their lofs; nor fhould I do
it if my fuppofed filence had not given you uneafinefs, and

® Sifler to the countefs of Chelterfield,

made
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