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352 LORD CHESTERFIELDs LETTERS

Your political world in Ireland is now quieted for the time
being. May that quiet laft ; but I do not think it will. You
are come to that ftatein Ireland, which Dr. Brown too truly
reprefents to be the ftate of England, in his Eftimate of the
Manners and Principles of the times, of which he has juft
publifhed a fecond volume. If you have not already got
them, I advife you to apply to my philofophical friend George
Faulkner for them. They are writ with {pirit and elegancy,
and are, I fear, too juft.

I am, my dear lord,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER  XXXIV.

TO THE SAME

Blackheath, May 23, 1758.
MY DEAR LORD,

Have received your letter of the 4th inftant. The day
I afterwards I received the book which you was fo kind as
to fend me by major Maccullogh, and the day after that,
by Mr. Ruflel, your bill for expences incurred and not pro-
vided for, which I have paid.

Now, firft to the firft. You follicit a very poor employ-
ment fo modeftly, and offer your daughters as fecurity for
your good behaviour, that I cannot refufe it you, and do
hereby appoint you my fole commiffioner for the kingdom
of Ireland. ' 'T'o the fecond. ‘T'his ninth volume of Swift will
not do him o much honour, as I hope it will bring profit to
my friend George Faulkner. "The hiftorical part* is a party
pamiphlet, founded on the lie of the day, which, as _lol‘d
Bolingbroke who had read it often affured me, was comne
and delivered out to him, to write Examiners, and other
political papers upon.

* The hiftory of the four lait years of the queen.
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70 HIS FRIENDS. BOOK II. LET. XXXIII. XXXIV. 333
That fpirit remarkably runs through it. Macarteney, for
inftance, murdered diuke Hamilton ; nothing 1s falfer, for
though Macarteney was very apable of the vileit actions,
he was guiltlefs of that, as I myfelf can teltify, who was
at his trial in the king’s bench, when he came over vos
luntarily to take it, in the late king’s time. There did
not appear even the leaft ground for a fulpicion of it, not
did Hamilton, who appeared in court, pretend to tax him
with it, which weuld have been in truth accufing himfelf
of the utmoft bafenefs, in letting the murderer of his
friend go off fromi the ficld of battle, without either res
fentment, purfuit, or even accufation, till three days afs
terwards. This ke was invented to inflame the Scotch
nation againft the whigs; as the other, that prince Lugene
intended to murder lord Oxford, by employing a fet of
people called Mohocks, which fociety, by the way, never
exilted, was calculated to inflame the mob of London.
Swift took thofe hints de la meilleure foi du monde, and
thought them materials for hiftory. So far he is blame-
lefs. ;

Thirdly and laftly, I have paid Mr. Ruflel the twenty-
feven pounds five fhillings, for which you drew your bill.

[ hope you are fenfible that I need not have paid it till 1
had received the goods, or at leaft till 1 had proofs of
your having fent them, but where [ have in general a
good opinion of the perfon, I always proceed frankly,
and do not ftand upon forms, and I have without flattery
fo good an opinion of you, that I would truft you not
only with twenty-feven pounds, but even as far as thirty-
leven.

Your friend’s letter to you, inclofed in the book, 1s an
honeft and melancholic one: but what can Idoin it? He
feems not to know the nature of faftions in Ireland, the
prevailing for the time being is abfolute, and whofo trani-
greffeth the lealt of their commandments is guilty of the
whole. A lord licutenant may if he pleafes govern alone,
but then he muft, as I know by experience, take a great
deal more trouble upon himfelf than moft lord lieute-
nants care to do, and he muft not be afraid : but as they
commonly prefer otium cum dignitate, their guards, their
battle-axes, and their trumpets, not to mention perhaps,
the profits of their poft, to a laborious execution of it,
they muft neceffarily rule by a fa&ticn, of which faltion

Vor. 1l A a tor




i ooy i
e =

354 LORD CHESTERTFIELD’S LETTERS
for the time being, they are only the firft flaves : the con-
dition of the obligation is this, your excellency or your
grace wants to carry on his majefty’s bufinefs fmoothly,
and to have it to {ay when you go back, that you met with
no difficulties, this we have fufficient ftrength in parlia-
ment to engage for, provided we appear to have the fa-
vour and countenance of the government, the money,
be it what it will, fhall be chearfully voted ; as for the
public you fhall do what you will, or nothing at all, for
we care for that no more than we fuppofe your grace or
excellency does, but we repeat it again, our recommen-
dations to places, penfions, &c. mult prevail, or we fhall
not be able to keep our people in order. Thefe are al-
ways the exprefled, or at leaft the implied, conditions of
thefe treaties, which either the indolence or the infuffici-
ency of the governors ratify : from that moment thefe
undertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pom-
poufly: different from the worfhipful company of under-
takers here, who feldom bury any body alive, or at leaft
never without the confent and privity of the next heirs.

I am now {ettled here for the fummer, perhaps for ever,
in great tranquillity of mind, not equally of body; I make
the moft of it, I vegetate with the vegetables, and I crawl
with the infects in my garden, and I am, fuch as I am
moft faithfully and fincerely

Yours,
CHESTERFIELD.
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TO THE §AME.
Blackheath, June 2, 1758

MY DEAR LORD,

I AM now in poffeflion of the goods you procured me,
and they are both excellent in their kind ; but how
difficult, not to fay impoffible, it is to find an honeft fac-
tor. You have not cheated me it is true, but you have m?l&
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