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354 LORD CHESTERTFIELD’S LETTERS
for the time being, they are only the firft flaves : the con-
dition of the obligation is this, your excellency or your
grace wants to carry on his majefty’s bufinefs fmoothly,
and to have it to {ay when you go back, that you met with
no difficulties, this we have fufficient ftrength in parlia-
ment to engage for, provided we appear to have the fa-
vour and countenance of the government, the money,
be it what it will, fhall be chearfully voted ; as for the
public you fhall do what you will, or nothing at all, for
we care for that no more than we fuppofe your grace or
excellency does, but we repeat it again, our recommen-
dations to places, penfions, &c. mult prevail, or we fhall
not be able to keep our people in order. Thefe are al-
ways the exprefled, or at leaft the implied, conditions of
thefe treaties, which either the indolence or the infuffici-
ency of the governors ratify : from that moment thefe
undertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pom-
poufly: different from the worfhipful company of under-
takers here, who feldom bury any body alive, or at leaft
never without the confent and privity of the next heirs.

I am now {ettled here for the fummer, perhaps for ever,
in great tranquillity of mind, not equally of body; I make
the moft of it, I vegetate with the vegetables, and I crawl
with the infects in my garden, and I am, fuch as I am
moft faithfully and fincerely

Yours,
CHESTERFIELD.
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TO THE §AME.
Blackheath, June 2, 1758

MY DEAR LORD,

I AM now in poffeflion of the goods you procured me,
and they are both excellent in their kind ; but how
difficult, not to fay impoffible, it is to find an honeft fac-
tor. You have not cheated me it is true, but you have m?l&
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profly defrauded the bithop of Waterford, as appears by
your own account here inclofed, you fet down two pieces
and fourteen yards of cloth £.16. 7. 3 di whereas 1
have received feven pieces and fourteen yards, which muft
certainly come to a great deal more. Jtem, you fct down
but fix dozen and fix pints of Ufquebaugh, whereas I have
received nine dozen and fix, for which you put down only
[.13. 55 and which makes it as cheap as porter’s ale.
Pray retrieve your charatter, which is at ftake, and clear
up this matter to the Bifhop, and to

Your faithful fervant,

CEESTERFIELD,

B e e e T XXXVI
TO THE 8AME.
Blackheath, Aug. 29, 1758

¥ Cannot return fuch an anfwer as we could either of us
[ with, to your frequent and friendly inquiries after my
weakened and decaying body and mind. I amat leaft
unwell, often worfe, and never quite well. My deafnels,
which is confiderably increafed, deprives me of that con-
folation, which ficknefs commonly admits of, the conver-
fation of a few friends; and my illnefs deprives me of the
chief confolation under deafnéfs, which is reading and
writing. My head will feldom let e read, and feldomer
Jet me think, confequently ftill feldomer let me write.
Shall I tell you that I bear this melancholy fituation, with
that meritorious conftancy and refignation which moft
people boaft of? No, for I really cannot help it; if 1
could, I certainly would, and fince I cannot, Ihave com-
mon fenfe and reafon enough, not to make my fituation

worfe, by unavailing reftlefsnefs and regret.
I hope, for vour fake and many other people’s, that
your health is perfect, for I know that you will employ 1t
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