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358 LORD CHESTERFIFLD’'S LE

LR B SRR XX
TO THE SAME,

London, Dec. 9, 1759.
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{Y DEAR LORD,

¥ Confels I h ave been long in arrears with you, and owe
you a great dea l for your frequent and kind Ei‘ql,ll‘lfi‘i
atter my huhl to ip:_ak: more properly, my want of
::; but 1t has not b Eul in my power to pay. I have been
..... e three months, not only too ill to write,
'Hzt oo il l to {peak, thm};, or mave. 1 have now a favour-
able moment of nLgative health, and that is the moft that
I muft ever expeét, and I think I cgnnot emplo} it better
than in thanking you for your friendthip, and in affuring
you of mine. When Ireflect upon the poor remainder of
my life, I look upon it as a burthen that muft every duy
grow hPamer and heavier, from the natural progreflion of
ph"u calills, the ufual companions of increafingyears ; and
my reafon tells me that [ thould with for the end of it, but
inftint, often ftronger than reafon, and perhaps oftener
in the tmbt makes me take all proper methods to put it
off.. ~This- innite fentiment alone, makes me bear life
with patience, for I afflure you I have no farther ]mpr:a but
cn the contrary many f*?m, fromit. None of the pri-
mitive Anachoretes in the Thebais could be more detached
from lifethari Iam. I confider it as one who is wholly un-
concerned in it, and even when I refle& back, upon what
re:'ep v.'*a,t 1 h'u';, hc,ard avd wlut I ham: done
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hu u} am,t Lu;tn_.., and p Ieafmr:‘q of the W mld had any
reality, but they feem to have been the diu_ms of reftl efs
n 1{*}15. qu; ph;idoy\h'\ , however, Ithank God, neither
makes me four nor melancholic ; I fee the folly and abfur-
dity of mankind, without indignation or peevithnefs. 1
with them wifer, and co: mmmnm better than they are.
I mity the weak and the wicke dD with out envw,rmrr thc‘ wile
a mi the good, but endeavouring to the utn 1ot of my abi:
l|

ies to be f‘:“.-'-’ of that minority.
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK HI. LET. xxXIX. XL. 359

You are not quite fo philofophical mn Ireland, where all
e tourbillons of Defcartes feem tobe in the moft rapid
motion. What do your mobs mean? The Hibernian {pi-
rits are exceedingly inflammable. Lenients and refriger-
atives will cool and quiet them.

[ 2m very forry that your daughter’s lamenefs feems in-
curable, for I heartily wifh well to every limb of your fa-
mily, and am

Your moft fincere and faithful fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. S. Lady Chefterfield bids me aflure you of her

fervice and efteem. *

LETTER XL
To THE SAME.
London, Jan. 22, 17060.
MY DEAR LORD,

HEN I received your laft letter, I was not in a con-
dition to anfwer, and hardly to read it; I was fo
extremely ill, that 1 little thought that I fhould live to the
date of this letter. 1 have within thefe few months more
than once feen death very near, and when one does fee it
near, let the beft or the worft people fay what they pleale,
it is a very ferious confideration. 1 thank God, I faw it
without very great terrors, butat the fame time the divine
attribute of mercy, which gives us comfort, cannot make
us forget, nor ought it, his attribute of juftice, which
muft blend fome fears with our hopes. The faculty tell
me that I 2m now much better, and to be fure 1 am fo,
compared with what I was a fortnight ago, but however
ftill in a very wedk and lingering condition, not likely in
my opinion to hold out long ; but whether my end be more
or lefs remote, I know I am tottering upon the brink of this
Aayg wotld,
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