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36o LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS
world, . and my thoughts are employed about the other.
However, while I crawl upon this planet, I think mylelf
obliged to do what good I can, in my narrow domeftic
ipherey to my fellow creatures, and to with them all the
good I cannot do. What fhare you will always have in
thofe withes, our long friendfhip, and your own merit,
which I have fo long known, will beft tell you,

I am, with great truth and juft efteem,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

London, April 29, 1760

MY DEAR LORD,

T R. des Voeux brought me your kind letter, and

3

iend me (for he is gone to Gtrmm:y) his Ec-
lefiaites as Joon as it-comes out.~ 4 propes of that book,
hope you have feéen Veltaire’s précis of it in verfe. No-

in my mind can be finer, than both the ‘fenfe and
J b

etryof it ; for fear that you thould not have feen it, I
will give you two paflages out of it, that firuck me exceed-

ey
ngly.
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Dieu nous donna les biens, il veut gulen en jouifle,
Mais n’oubliez jamais leur canfe et lenr auteur,
Et lorfque vous goutez fa divice faveur,

O! mortels gardez vous dioublier fa juftice®.

¥ Thefe lines may be thus rendered in Englifh:
God gave vs bleffings, freely to enjoy; .

Morrals ! remnember from whofe hand they came,
And, while you tafte his gracious gifts with joy,

Both love and reverence his awful name.
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This is exaétly from the original, but the following lines
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are 1N my nync a great improvement.

Répandez vos bienfaits ¢ mMAags
Méme aux moms vertuéux ne 1es 1 ¢ pas,
Ne vy s de leur reconnoti
b Rt - s Ha Fatre Apé TR araLe
Il elt grand, 1 seau de faire des ingrais¥,
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I now read Solomon with a fort of {fympathetic
have been as wicked and as vain, though not fo wile as
he: but am now at laft wife enough to feel and atteit the
truth of his refleftion, that all is vanity and vexation of
fpirit. ~ This truth is never fufficiently difcovered or felt
by mere fpeculation, experience in this cafe is neceffary
for conviction, though perhaps at the expence of fomne
morality.

I do not comprehend you in Ireland er détail, but this
I comprehend en gros, that that poor country will be un-
done. All the caufes, that ever deftroyed any country,
confpire in this point to ruin Ireland; premature luxury,
for your luxury outftrips your riches, which in other
countries it only accompanies ; a total difregard to the
public intereft, both in the governed and the governors;
a profligate and fhamelefs avowal of private intereft ; a
univerfal corruption of both morals and manncrs. All
this is more than neceflary to fubvert any conititution in
the world.
~ You exped, from the intereft which 1 know you take
in it, to have fome account of my wretched and almoft
deftroyed conftitution ; but I will only tell you in fhort,
that T am not worfe than I was, and that I know I never
can be better than I am now, though that is bad enough
of all confcience. My ftay in this world cannot be long.
God, who placed me here, only knows when he will
order me out of it; but whenever he does, I thall moft
willingly obey his command, with confidence in his mer-
¢y. Adieu, my dearlord. Tam moft {incerely yours,

CHESTERFIELD.

¢ Diffufe your bounties with aliberal hand ;
Nor {pare the lealt deferving to relieve .

No thanks the generous mind {hould e’er demand ;
"Tis great, ’tis godlike, usrepaid to give.
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