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364 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

I do not know what pi&ure it is of the late lord Scar.
borough, that you would have copied ; I have none, nor
do I know of any, unlefs perhaps Jemmy Lumley has
one, fo fend me your farther direttions about it.

In my opinion you are very much in the right not to
concern yourfelf in the contefted eleions. Abfine a
Sfabis (Abftain from beans) is as becoming a maxim fora
bithop, as it was for Pythagoras; moreover, in parlia-
mentary elections perhaps there is no choice. You are
all wild about them in Ireland, and want, it feems, to
have all the ill blood, expence, and riot, which they oc-
cafion, renewed every feven years. 1 with you would be
quiet, for I prophefy that you will get no good by your
politics, but I fear much the contrary,

I queftion whether you will ever fee my friend George
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faulgner in lreland again, he is become {o great and

o
confiderable a man here in the republic of letters; he
has.a conftant table open to all men of wit and learning,
and to thofe fometimes who have neither. [ have been
¢

able to get him to dine with me but twice, though other-

I muft do him the juftice to fay, he lives with his
old friends upon the fame ealy foot as formerly. Adieu,
my dear lord : [ am the moit faithful of your friends and
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Sozit el IV,

Bath, Mar. 19, 1761,

MY DEAR LORD,

g’ Have been much and long in your debt, contrary to
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my inclination, for I hate to be in any debt, efpeci-
y i marks of friendfhip and affeftion; but I am per-
fuaded you know the fentiments of my heart, with re-
gard to yourfelf, too well to require regular promiflory
notes, for my debts of that kind. Befides, in truth, pa-
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per credit is fo much ftretched, both here and in Ireland,
that I think it will now go for very little in either country.

You have a new lord iicuttrn ant for your country, who
certainly-is able, and I dare fay mn]nm to do ‘we But
for God’s fake be quiet, 1*1'11d your interior civil interelt,
and do not get into any more political fcrapes with Eng-
land, that will always be too hard for you in the end,
and, if provoked, [ doubt too hard upon you. I have
{till a tendernefs for Ireland, and am 1uui\ concerned
when I hear of its being worked up into a general fer-
ment, only that a few individuals may make the better
batgain for themielves.

I\nll tell you nothing of the feveral changes at court,
which from the gazettes you will know as much of as 1
do here from the fame atthori ity, for I have no better,
and am glad of it; for what 1s the world now to me, or
Ito the world, t‘\m pt as a citizen of it, in which capa-
city I will always endeavour to do my htl part to my
fellow creatures? 1know no ufe that a deaf, infirm,
wretched creature as I am, can be of to fociety, unlefs
that of maintaining the neceflary number of his {pecies,
to attend and nurfe him. Your conftant and kind anxi-
ety about my health makes you, I know, defire that I
fhoud give you fome account of it, but I cannot by
any means give you fuch an account as you would with
for. T came here juft fix weeks ago, and for the firlt
fortnight was abundantly better, and I with 1 had then
cut out a winner, to ufe the gjumcffcr’s phrafe ; but it
was very natural to continue a medicine that did me a

great deal of good, in hopes of more ; for who is fatis-
lltd with, or knows what is, enough? Since that, the
waters have done me as much harm as at firft they did me
good, and | return to London next Monday, in juft the
fame weak and miferable condition in which’ i came here.

I hope you and all your family are unacquainted with
the ills I feel. May you all long continue fo, and enjoy
all the other comforts and bleffings of life. Iam, my
dear lord, :
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Your moft faithful friend,
and humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.
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