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TO HIS FTRIENDS. BOOK III. LET' XLV. XLVI.
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E-E-T - T-EoRe NtV
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1761
MY DEAR LORD,

DO not know whether I fhall give you a reafon which

you will reckon a good one, but 1 will honeftly give
you the true one, for my writing fo feldom. It is one of
the effects, and not the leaft difagreeable one, of my dif-
order, to make one indolent, and unwilling to undertake
even what one has a mind to do. I have often fct down
in the intention of writing to you, when the apparatus of
a table, pen, ink and paper has difcouraged me, and
made me procraftinate, and fay, like Feltus, ¢ at a con-
venient time will I fpeak to thee.”” Thofe, who have not
experienced this indolence and languor, I know, have no
conception of them, and therefore many people fay that
I am extremely well, becaufe I can walk and fpeak, with-
out knowing how much it cofts me to do either. This
was the cafe of the bithop of Offory, who reported only
from my outfide, which is not much altered. I cannot
fay, however, that [am pofitively ill, but {can pofitively
fay that I am alwaya unwell. In 11011 [ am in my heal lth,
what many, reckoned in the main good fort of people,
are in thClI’ morals ; they commit no flagrant crimes, but
their conicience h.u‘et]}-‘ reproaches them with the non-
obfervance or the violation of many lefler duties. Whi
1s recovered from his acute illnefs, and is now only in-
firm and crazy, and will be fo as ]L,ng as he lives. 1 be-
lieve we fhall ftart fair.

The bifhop of Offory told me one thing, that | heard
with great pleafure, which was, that your fon did ex-
tremely well at the univerfity, and anfwered, not only
your 110p6a, but your w ifhes ; I fincerely congratulate
you upon it :

The town of London and the city of Weftminfter are
gone quite mad with the wedding and the approaching
coronation. People think and talk of nothmn elfe. For
my part, I have not feen our new queen yet; and as
for the coronation, I am not alive enough to march,
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nor dead enough to walk at it. You can bear now and
then a quibble, I hope; but I am, without the leaft
equivogue, my dear lord,

Your motft faithful friend,
and humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. 8. Your lord lieutenant will be with you immedi.
ately after the coronation. He has heard of combi-
nations, confederations, and all forts of ations, to
handcufl” and fetter him ; but he feems not in the
lealt apprehenfive of them.
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MY DEAR LORD,
NEULT R e ey S SO RS T e £ e Wt £
E N la v _Lil l'.l{-}hhtt_.u DUt that !.)L\i. 1aliax’s reception or
b ‘
you would be fuch as, by vour laf

L letter, you inform
me it was. The leaft relation to his late uncle*, and my
friend, will always be a recommendation to him ; but
you have a better. I received yefterday, from my old
friend Faulkner, his fpeech at the opening of this new
parliament, and am moit extremely pleafed both with the
matter and the manner. He dwells upon my three fa-
vourite points; the proteftant charter fchools, the linen
manufacture, and a proper indulgence of the Roman
Catholics.

I have fent Mrs. Ruffell fome melonfeed for you,
which the will convey to you when fhe has a proper op-
portunity. There are two forts, one of the largeft and
belt canteloups I ever eat in my life ; the other is of a
imalier fize, the coat very near black, but rather I think
of a fuperior flavor to the other. If, in raifing them you
make ufe of tann, inftead of dung, they will be much
the better.
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*® The earl of Scarborough.
I am
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