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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. | P b o= I 5 e L
cuftom, but to fatisfy my fentiments of friendfhip and
affection for you.

| am returned from the Bath with much better héalth
than 1 carried there. I have now a tolerable negative
degree of health, which at my age, and with my fhat-
tered conftitution, is all that I can reafonably afk of hea-
ven, for the fhort remainder of my fpan.

[ am glad to hear that I fhall have the pleafure of feeing
you and your fon this fummer: I hope you will not em-
batk before the ftormy feafon is over, which is not till
April or May.

I am, with the truelt friendfhipand efteem,
My dear lord,
Your moit faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.
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TO THE SAME
Bath, Dec. 5, 1763.
MY DEAR LORD,

THANK you for your kind and informing letter,
which I received by the laft poft. I cannot give you
fuch an account of myfelf as I know you with. I was
dangeroufly ill of a bilious fever ten days before I left
London, and remained extremely weak and low from it.
The faculty haftened me to this place, which was, as they
faid, to carry off the dregs of the fever, reftore my
ftrength and {pirits, and what not. The waters, howe-
ver, which I have now drank a full fortnight, have done
no {uch thing ; inftead of that, I grow weaker every day,

and my fpirits lower,
You
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374 -LORD.CHESTERFIRLD’S LETTERS

You have a&ed in the affair of the charities as becomes
your ecclefiaftical charatter, and your private charader of
integrity and charity as a man, in endeavouring to detedt,
it you cannot punith, thofe facrilegious ‘frauds, in di.
verting to infamous political jobs, the fums of money be-
queathed and appropriated for the rclief of the poor.
That I call facrilege in the higheft degree, if giving to
the poor be, as undoubtedly it is, lending to God. This
is 2 much more criminal facrilege than ftealing an old
pulpit cloth out of a parifh church, that can do as well
without it, and which, though cananically called facri.
lege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go on then,
my good lord, and dete& not only the thieves, but thofe
who connive at them. Thou faweft a thief, and confent.
edit unto him, was formerly the defeription of a very bad
charafter, and fhould be o ftill, unlefs your doctors of
divinity: will fay, like Moliere’s doftor of phyfic, nous
auons changt tout cela, (we have altered all that.) Good
night, my dear lord,

Yours moft faithfully,

o

CHESTERFIELD.

P

London, Mar. 17, 14764

MY DPEAR LORD,

OUR Ilaft letter, which I received this week, made

B me two letters in your debt : but you are {o ufed to

my bad payment, that I am fure you will excufe it, efpe-

cially when you eonfider that people of quality feldom

pay at all, whereas I fometimes pay fomething in part,
and upon account,

I aflure you it is no compliment, but a literal truth,

when I tell you thatI have the warme# fenfe of your
kindnefs,
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