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374 -LORD.CHESTERFIRLD’S LETTERS

You have a&ed in the affair of the charities as becomes
your ecclefiaftical charatter, and your private charader of
integrity and charity as a man, in endeavouring to detedt,
it you cannot punith, thofe facrilegious ‘frauds, in di.
verting to infamous political jobs, the fums of money be-
queathed and appropriated for the rclief of the poor.
That I call facrilege in the higheft degree, if giving to
the poor be, as undoubtedly it is, lending to God. This
is 2 much more criminal facrilege than ftealing an old
pulpit cloth out of a parifh church, that can do as well
without it, and which, though cananically called facri.
lege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go on then,
my good lord, and dete& not only the thieves, but thofe
who connive at them. Thou faweft a thief, and confent.
edit unto him, was formerly the defeription of a very bad
charafter, and fhould be o ftill, unlefs your doctors of
divinity: will fay, like Moliere’s doftor of phyfic, nous
auons changt tout cela, (we have altered all that.) Good
night, my dear lord,

Yours moft faithfully,

o

CHESTERFIELD.

P

London, Mar. 17, 14764

MY DPEAR LORD,

OUR Ilaft letter, which I received this week, made

B me two letters in your debt : but you are {o ufed to

my bad payment, that I am fure you will excufe it, efpe-

cially when you eonfider that people of quality feldom

pay at all, whereas I fometimes pay fomething in part,
and upon account,

I aflure you it is no compliment, but a literal truth,

when I tell you thatI have the warme# fenfe of your
kindnefs,
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hmdntf%, in providing my ol 1d and chilled carcafe, with
fuch a quantity of flannc 1. T have cut my wailtcoats ac-
cording to my cloth, and they come half way down my
fn'”m

I am told you arealltoge ther by the earsin [reland. We
are fo here tnm, and it will al ways be {o, while avarice
and ambition trimmnph over r¢ afon and virtue. Adieu,
my dear lord. Tam

Moft faithfully yours,

eI i S \ G o
liJELL.'n.LjL-'.‘ﬂL!l, Cz& 1, 1504,

HAVE beenalong time in your debt, but 1 hope that

my age ;l.ud ~. give me fum, privileges to
n\,omlu nfate a little for L‘l'!f 1\13 of youth and health. Tam
paft the age at which a Roman foldier was rudé donatis;

which fome have tranflated, given fo be rude. [ adopt

that verfion. Since your i"nc"n.u.-.“': for me makes you
follicitous to have accounts of my L{«ltn, [ will tell you
that T am neither better nor worle than when you heard
from me laft. I am never free from nhmrdl ils of one
kind or another. but ufe and patience make them fup-
portable; and J own -111, tmhn ation to them, that they

have Lm(.J me of worle ills than themfelves, | mean mo-

ral ills, for they have given me leifure to examine, and

rLi!{Lh(m to 1.1..&11., ail my lms':'n«' ns. 1 think only of

doing my duty to my Creator, and to-my fellow- created
bf:'ngq and omnis in boc Sum (tl s 18 My only obje L.tj
Are you a grandfather m unb,\o ')Li’ ? That ought by
this time to be manifeft. When you {hall be Nnh\' fo,
may your grand-children give you as much fatisfaction
as vour own children have done . ¥
Good night, my dear lord ; I am moft aflcétionat ely
yours,

P. 8. Lady Chefterficld defires me to add her com-
pliments to all. s
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