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TO HIS FRIENDS: BOOK IIL LET. LX. LXI. LXII. 384
this laft has taken away my legs, and therefore I muit
now content myfelf with thofe of my horfes ; otherwile
[ am tolerably well for me.

I moft heartily congratulate you upon the fuccels of
vour fon in his firft pulpit. - It is a pledge of {till more,
“hen his concern and trepidation, infeparable from his
firft attempt, fhall be got over.

[ hope you go on fuccefsfully in your charity affair, in
which I am fure neither your zeal nor your diligence will
be wanting. It becomes your profeflion, and your lite
becomes it. To you it is an ornament, to many it1s a
cloak to cover a multitude of fins.

May I beg of you to make my compliments to my old
and.conftant friend George Faulkner ? -and tell him that 1
will anfwer his letter-very foon, but that onc letter a day
s-as muich as either my- head ‘or my hand will admit of.
When I go to town, which will be in about three weeks,
1{hall open all his paclkets, which lie there ready for me.

My compliments to your {fon. - I make you none, for
we have known one anether too long and too well for that.

I am,; with the greateft truth imaginable,
My deat lord;
Your moit faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTEREIELD.
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London, March 2, 1768.
MY DEAR LORD,

ANY thanks to you for your friendly anxiety
l | concerning my health, or, as the more fathiona-
ble phrafe is, for your kind inquiries. As I told you
. my. former letter, 1 have, 1 thank God, neither

pain
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pain nor ficknefs, and I think it would be both impudént
and abfurd in me to wifh for better at my age, and with
my conftitution. It is true that I am very weak in my
limbs, but I can walk for a quarter of an hour at a time
upon even ground, which I do five or fix times a day,
for you know that ufe legs and have legs ; but I cannot go
up ftairs without great difficulty, and I fhould tumble
down ftairs with great facility, if I were not fupported by
the rails on one fide, and a valet de chambre on the other,

I do not comprehend your tranfa&ions in Ireland, but
in general they appear to me to be tout comme chez nous
(juft as with us). Courtiers want to keep their places or
to have better, and patriots want thofe very places. By
the way, I am apt to think that the patriot members of
your houfe of commons are confoundedly bit, by pafling
the otennial bill, which I believe was never their inten-
tion. This is certain, that it will ruin a great number of
your country gentlemen, who are as eletion-mad as we
are here. I reckon that this next fummer will be the
maddelt and moft drunken fummer, that ever was known
in the three kingdoms ; and if the weather thould prove
very hot into the bargain, the Lord have mercy upon us!

My little boy * received your fon’s letter in due time,
and will anfwer it foon ; which he tells me he thould have
done much fooner, but that he has had a great deal of
bufinefs of late upon his hands: doubtlefs very impor-
tant. Pray make my compliments to him, and to his fon
if born.

Adieu, my dear lord: may you be for thefe many
years as happy as you deferve to be!

Yours moft fincerely,

CHESTERFIELD-

* The prefent earl of Chefterfield.
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