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exercife three or four times in a day; which I could by
no means have done when you faw me in my go-cart at
Blackheath. I have now been here a fortnight, and am
fomething the better for the water, efpecially as to ba-
thing, which fupples my old, ftiff, and almoft offified
limbs.

Here is 2 young man of your country, a lord Mount-
morris, whom I take to bea very hopeful one. 1am told
that he has diftinguifhed himfelf already in your houfe of
lords, asa fpeaker, and you are extremely well with him.
He is very warm from the honefty of his heart, ~as a
young and honeft heart always is.

[ find by all accounts that your lord lieutenant is very
popular, and will not enrich himfelf by the lieutenancy.
I even queftion whether he will get fo much by it as I did,
for [ can affure you I got five hundred pounds clear upon
the whole.

Good night, my dear lord, I believe I need not tell you
that no man living can be more fincerely your faithful
friend and fervant thar

CHESTERFIELD.

P. S. Lady Chefterfield fends you many compliments,
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TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, July g, 1769.

My DEAR LORD,
r HE only reafon that I had for not writing to you
fooner, was that I could not, which I dare fay you
will allow to be a fufficient one. I have, for thefe laft
three months, had an inflammation in my €yes, which
hindered me from either writing or reading ; and this let-
ter 1s almoft the frft, as well as the moft pleafing fervice
they have done me, You will eafily judge how irkiome
Bt 7 it




368 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

it muft have been to a man, who has loft his ears thefe
laft twenty years, to lofe his eyes, though but for three
months. It is lofing my livelihood, for I live only upon
reading, incapable of any other amufement. Nature has
laid very heavy taxes upon old age; and I muft pay my
thare of them, be it what it will.

I congratulate you heartily upon your fuccefs in dete@-
ing and punithing the worft fort of thieves, thofe facri-
legious robbers of the poor.

As for the papifts of Ireland, you know I never feared
them, but, on the contrary, ufed them like good fub-
jects, and to a certain degree made them fuch, for not
one man of them ftirred during the whole rebellion.
Good ufage, and a ftrié adherence to the gavel a&, are
the only honeft and effeétual means that can be employed
with regard to the papifts.

You do not tell me one word of your family, in which
you are very {ure that Iintereft myfelf very fincerely. Have
you another grandfon or grand-daughter, and are thofe
you have already all well? Ilook upon you now as a patri-
arch. I am fure you have all the virtues of any that | ever
read of. I am, with the greateft truth and affeétion,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.
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Bath, Nov. 21, 1769,
MY DEAR LORD,

Thoufand thanks for your kind letter ; you inquire

after my health, in which I well know that you
warmly intereft yourfelf; but I can hardly return you a
precife anfwer; Iam turned of feventy fix, a fufficient
diftemper
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