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304 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

LSESTST B R XX
T T HE "SADME.

London; Dec. 19, 1771.
MY DEAR LORD,

E AM fure you will believe me when I tell you that I am

fincerely forry for your lofs, which Ireceived the ac-
count of yefterday, and upon which I fhall make you
none of the ftrite compliments of condolence. Your
grief is juft; but your religion, of which I am fure you
have enough, (with the addition of fome philofophy) will
make you keep it within due bounds, and leave the reft
to time and avocations. When your fon was with me
here, juft before he embarked for France, I plainly faw
that his confumption was too far gone to leave the leaft
hopes of a cure, and, if he had dragged on this wretch-
ed life fome few years longer, that life could have been
but trouble and ferrow to you both. This confideration
alone fhould mitigate your grief, and the care of your
grandfon will be a proper avocation from it. Adieu, my
dear lord : may this ftroke of adverfity be the laft you
may ever experience from the hand of Providence !

Yours, moft affeftionately and fincerely,

CHESTERFIELD.

(2) This whole letter isin the hand of lord Chefterfield, but fo al-
tered, that, except the firft line, the ftrokes have been covered by ano-
ther hand. It preceded his death buta few months, and is probably
the laft he ever wrote to his dear bithop ; with whom his correfpondence
thus clofes with an office of tendernefs and affeion, that of comfort-
ing an afflited parent,
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