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402 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

LETTER LXXVI
TO THE SAME.

London, May, 6, 1747.
MY GOOD FRIEND,

F Have been long in your debt; and am afhamed of it ;
I but I am fure you do me too much jultice to fufpe@
me of either fraud or negligence. The truth 1s, that I
have as little command of time, as many people have of
money; and, though my intentions are honeft,  am often
forced by neceflity to be a very bad pay-matfter.

I defire that the Dublin fociety will difpofe of that trifle
that I gave them, in the manner they fhall think proper.
They are the beft judges, and have fhewn themfelves fo
by all their paft conduct. They have done more good to
Ireland, with regard to arts and induftry, than all the Jaws
that could have been formed; for, unfortunately, there is
a perverfenefs in our natures, which prompts us to refift
authority, though otherwife inclined to do the thing, if
left to our choice. Invitation, c¢xample, and fafhion,
with fome premiums attending them, are, [ am convinced,
the only methods of bringing people in Ireland to dowhat
they ought to do; and this is the plan of your fociety.

I am glad to find that your paper manufatture goes on
fo well. If it does but once take root with you, [am fure
it will flourith; for it is the begining only of things that is
difficult with you. You want ftock to fet out with, and
patience for the returns; but when once the profit begins
to be felt, you will go on as well as any people in the
world.

I am furprized that the high duty upon glafs here, and
the fufpenfion of the manufa@ure of it in fome degree, has
not encouraged you to apply yourfelves to that part of
trade, in which I'am fure the profits would be very con-
fiderable, and your making your own bottles might be
fome little degree of equivalent for what emptying of bot-
tles cofts you. I with cvery man in Ireland were obliged
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to make as many bottles as he empties, and your manufac»
ture would be a flourithing one indeed.

I am very glad to hear that your linen board is to give
no more flax-feed, but only premiums for the raifing Dgit;
for that fame flax-feed was the feed of corruption, which
throve wonderfully in the {oil of particular people, and pros
duced jobs one hundred fold.

The fnuff you fent me was extremely good, and [ am
much obliged to you for the trouble you took about it;
though Iknow you think it no trouble to ferve your
friends, and hope that you reckon me in that number. I
affure you Iam, and I{hould not be the friend that I real-
ly am to Ireland, if I were notio to you, who deferve fo
well of your country. 1know few people who, like you,
employ both their time and their fortunes in doing public
good, without the thoughts or expedtations of private ad-
vantage: when I fay advantage, I mean it in the common
acceptation of the word, which, thanks to the virtue of the
times, implies only money; for otherwife your advantage
is very confiderable, from the confcioufnefs of the good
you do; the greatelt advantage which an honeft mind is
capable of enjoying. May you long enjoy it, with health;
the next happinefs to it!

I am, with the trueft efteem,
Y our moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:

P. S. Praymake my compliments to the good bithop of
Cloyne, when you write to him.
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