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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK INL. LET. LXXIX. LXXX. g03
for the intereft and profperity of Ireland ; and I fhall always
_etain the trueft affe&ion for, and remembrance of, that
country 3 1 wifh I could fay of that rich, flourifhing, and
induftrious nation. 1 hope it will in time be fo, and 1
even think it makes fome progrefs that way, though not
fo quick as I could wifh ; but however, there are righ-
teous enough to fave the aty, and the examples of you,
and many of your friends, will, 1 hope, prove happily
and beneficially contagious. I did flatter myfelf, a little
before my removal, that 1 fhould * * *

Continue me, dear fir, your friendfhip and remem-
brance, which I will fay that in fome degree I deferve, by
the fincere regard and efteem with which 1 am;

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.
P, S. Pray make my compliments to the worthy bifhop

of Meath, to whom I will write foon, and likewile
to my friend Mr. Prior.

LETTER LXXX(a)

To Dr. WHITCOMBE, then Bifhop of Clonfert, and

afterwards Archbifhop of Cathel.

17573, O 1754

MY GOOD LORD,
Find that you are ftill what I always knew you, active
to promote the improvement and advantage of Ire-
land, and that you do me the juftice to believe that I {in-

cerely wifh them.

The two fchemes which your Jordfhip communicated
to me, in the favour of your letter of the 8th, will, in
my opinion, greatly tend to thofe good purpoies. “That
for the improvement of ufeful literature in the univerfity

of Dublin is, I think, an extreme good one, and I with

(a) The original of thisletter was not fent.
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406 LORD CHESTERFIELD'®S LETTERS

it may be fteadily purfued, though I cannot, with the
fame degree of faith, fay that I expect it will ; however
I think it thould be tried, and carried as far as it will g0 :
whether the profefforfhips thould be continued, and ap-
propriated to fellows of the college fingly, is what I can
poflibly form no opinion upon, not being well acquainted
nough with the prefent fituation of the college, and the
abilities of the fellows, but I fhould rather think that
they ought to be given to thofe, whether fellows or not,
who, from their eminence in thofe feveral branches of
learning, deferve them beft: but this rule too of detur
digniori, your lordthip muft not expe@ will be {crupu-
loufly obferved. That part of the plan, which relates ta
writing and fpeaking the Englifh language with purity
and elegancy hath, in my opinion, long been ene of the
defiderata both in Ireland and England, where pedantry
and an affeCtation of learning have, in purfuit of twa
dead languages, which can never be known corredtly,
let our own be negle€ted to fuch a degree, that though
we have ten thoufand Greek and Latin grammars and
ditionaries, we have not yet a fingle one on Englith (5 ).

The other {cheme, for encouraging foreign Proteftants
to fettle in Ireland, is a moft excellent one. [ have long
withed, and the nation long wanted it. The firft foun-
dation of it, confifting only of fome voluntary fubfcrip-
tions, can be but narrow, and, what is worfe, precarious;
confequently will perfuade very few foreigners to expa-
triate themfelves, in the uncertainty of finding a perma-
nent eftablithment elfewhere. However, it will be very
right to give a beginning and a form to that fcheme as
foon as poffible ; and then I fhould hope, that your next
feflion of parliament, finding a foundation laid, for that
1s the difficulty, would contribute largely and folidly to
extend that foundation, and to raife a fuperftruéture upon
it which would be of fuch real advantage to their country.
They are very well able to do it ; the public revenues being
confiderably increafed, not to mention that an additional
number of inhabitants would increafe them ftill more.
Money ditburfed upon fuch a charitable, as well as poli-"

(4) The cafe is now much alteréd ; the number of Englifh gram-
mars being aftually very confiderable. Indeed lord Chefterfield feems to
have overlooked Dr. Wallis's grammar, the bet, perhaps, that was
¢ompofed for any language. Dr. Johafon’s grammar and diftionary
were not yct publiflied. '
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tical account, is money prudcmly placed at intereft both
for this world and the next. Your lordfhip may depend
upon my exerting my utmoit endeavours to premote and
recommend fo ufeful a defign, and the more fo, becaufe
that, from your lordhip being at the head of it, I can
fafely anfwer for its being faithfully and fkilfully carried

on.
I am, with the greateft truth and efteem,
Your lordfhip’s
moft obedient humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L. ET T E R LXXXE¢a)

To Captain IR WINE, at Paris.

Tondon, April 4, O.S. 1749
S IR,

Send you the letter of recommendation to Mr. Villet-

L tes (b ), which you defired, by yours to Mr. Greven-
Lop; but I fear that he will be gone from Turin before
. arrive there. But in that cafe you will find a young
demician and his governor there, who will be very

glad to do you any fervice, and to whom I have fent or-
ders upon that fubjeét. They will take the carnival at
Venice, in their way, where you will likewife probably
meet them, for I take 1t for granted that you will con-
trive to fee that uncommon ceremony. 1t 1s worth your
while. There will be a much greater ceremony Mext

(a) This, and the ten following letters, were moft obligingly com-=

municated to me by fir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, licutenant-

general and commander in chief of his majefty’s forcesin Ireland. They
are printed from the originals.
(b) Arthur Villettes, efq; bis majefty’s envoy at the court of Thurin,

and afterwards empln}'ed ander the fame denomination at Bern. He is

wow retired at Bath, where he enjoys the diftinétion due to great merit

and virtue. - He wasone of lord Chefterficld’s friends.
1. .}
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