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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXXIII. LXXXIV. 411

the firft week in November, for near a year more. 1
hardly flatter myfelf with the hopes of feeing you at Bath
this feafon; nor indeed would I advife you to leave Ire-
land, till your- affair is decided one way or other. The
obfervation, que les abfens ont toujours tort, (that the ab-
fent always come off worft) is in general true, and
your cafe, would be particularly true in regard to a cer-
tain general whom I know.

I am extremely obliged to you for your kindnefs to
your licutenant Heathcote, in which I think I have fome
fhare, though I hope and believe he deferves it perfon-
ally.

T will end this abruptly, rather than employ the eom-
mon words to affure you of the uncommeon elteem and
friendfhip with which 1 am

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. 8. Pray make my compliments to the primate, and
to the houfe of Clements.

EL=E T YE=E=R ~EXXXIV;
TO THE SAME.

London, April 25, 1752.

3R
AM two letters in your debt, a debt which Iam more
inclined to acknowledge, than able to pay. Yours
bring me informations, mine can only return you thanks.
I make you therefore no excufe for the delay, poflibly I
deferve your thanks for it. I live too much out of the
world to entertain you, and lately I have lived too much
out of it to entertain myfelf; for I have been for thefe
laft two months extremely deaf, from what caufe I know
not any more than the doftors whom [ have confulted ;
but the effeéts I ftill feel, though not in quite fo great a
degree. This makes me very difagreeable, both to my-
felf, and to the few people with whom I defire to con-
verfe ; and puts me in the fituation of a man who un-
derftands at beft but half the language of the country he
lives
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lives in. Ifthe weather, whichis hitherto verybad, would
but mend a little, and look fomething like fummer, I
would IL[[!L at Blackheath, whereI can amufe myfelf b)
myfelf, better than in town.

As well as I can judge at this diftance, from the various
accounts I have had of your fqualmlcs and quarrels in
Ireland, c’ef tout comme chez nous. The great point is who
fhall govern the government; and I prefume that all
heads have been too bufy upon that point, to think one
moment of the real intereft of Ireland. What an effu-
fionofclaret muft all this have occafioned ! forit isa maxim,
that bufinefs is beft done over a bottle, and that people
are never fo fit for it, as when they are fit for nothing

elfe. T make no doubt but that there has more claret been

drank over the barracks this winter than will be drank
in them thefe ten years. And I wonder the bridge
was not agreed to, confidering the national averfi-
on to water. I not only hope, but am perfuaded, that
you do not give into this cochonnerie, which ungentle-
mans every body. A {prightly débauche now and then is
very well ; but the dull, fedate, and continued guzzling
of claret is very unbeccmmq to a young fellow.

I find that Dublin has been this winter the feat of plea-
fure, as well as of war. We have heard of the magni-
ficence of your balls and entertainments. They are libe-
ral and proper diverfions, and, 'with fubmiflion to the
grave andthe wife, that luxury and expenceis beneficial to
the public. It emplovs many hands, and circulates pro-
perty, provided that luxury be conﬁned to home produce,

We have married you here to the daughter of lady
# * *_ but that is no proof that you have married your-
feIf to her in Irclind. M you have, [ heartily wifh you
joy, for it is poffible that there may be joy in marriage.
In either cafe, Thope we fhall {fee you thls year in Eng-
Jand. You have attended }our polt as a major long
enough, I fhould think, to be allowed a furlow for next
winter 3 and I take it for granted that your whole regi-
ment is \uy perfect now, in the round-about way of do-
ing every thing. I '1ﬂm'e you that of all your friends
here, none can with more {atisfattion and fincerity tell
you thﬁ,f are fo, than

Your faithful humble ferv ant,

GHESTERFIELD-
kA=
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