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414 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

for which I fear your father in law and my friend Dr.,
Barry, whom | very fincerely love and efteem, has no
cure. Pray tell him that I do not take this (to ufe our
terms of phyfic) to be the febricula, or flow fever, buta
high and inflammatory one, mali moris, and fubject to ex-
acerbations.

Friends may, and often do, among themfelves, laugh
and quibble upon fubjedts, in which however they take
a very ferious part. I have done fo with you, though,
upon my word, Iam truly affeCted with the prefent fitu-
ation of affairs in Ireland, from which I expect no one
good, but fear many ill, confequences. Your own per-
fonal fituation at Dublin, I fhould imagine, cannot be
now very agrceable, and therefore, as you have, for fo
long together, difcharged the duties of a diligent, in-
defatigable officer, (and hufband too I hope) why fhould
you not come over here,to fee your uncle and other friends ?
among whom you will, I can affure you, {ee none more
truly and fincerely fo, than

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER LXXXVL

TO THE SAME.

London, Mar. %, 1744.
S

Long and painful illnefs has hindered me from
A thanking you fooner for the favour of your letters,
which contained very clear accounts of the late im-
portant tranfactions in Ireland. However ftrong the
ferment may ftill be, I will venture to affirm that it muft
and will fubfide to a certain degree, before the next
feflion of parliament, I mean with regard to the nati-
onal point. It is not tenable, and upon cooler thoughts
will, T am convinced, appear fo to many of thofe who,

from perfonal piques and fudden heat, were hurried
into
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into it. I dare anfwer for it that the {peaker himfelf wifh-
es that it had never been ftirred, and I dare fay will con-
trive to have it dropped in the next feflion. I am fure he
wifhes well to his country, and upon refleftion he muik
be fenfible that a national difpute with England upon a
point fo intirely unfupported by either law or prudence,
can by no means tend to the good of Ireland. Dr. Bar-
ry, 1 know, thinks exactly as | do upon this fubjett, and
I dare fay will adminifter, whenever he 1s confulted,
emollient, quieting, and cooling medicines. If it would
but pleafe God, by his lightning, to blaft all the vines in
the world, and by his thunder to turn all the wines now
in Ireland four, as I moft fincerely wifh he would, Ire-
land would enjoy a degree of quict and plenty that it has
never yet known. By the way, I am not fo partial neither
to Ireland, as not to pray for the fame blefling for this
my native country, notwithftanding the grief and defola-
tion which I know it would occafion in our two learned
univerfities, the body of our clergy, and among our
knights of fhires, burgefles, &c. and in general among all
thofe worthy honelt gentlemen, who toait and are toalted.
But I will leave thefe public confiderations, of which I
am a remote and infignificant {peator, and indulge the
tender fentiments of private friendfhip. Is it poflible that
my worthy friend, George Faulkner, can even for a mo-
ment have feen a vile cudgel impending over his head?
Who can think himfelf fafe, when gravity of deport-
ment, dignity of charater, candor, impartiality, and
even a wooden leg, are no longer a proteétion ! This
rough manner of treating a man of letters, which my
friend muft be allowed to be, implies perhaps more zeal
than knowledge ; at leaft I never met with 1t among the
canons of criticifm. If my friend difcovered upon this
occafion fome degree of human weaknefs, his other
half, at leaft, exerted the undaunted fpirit of a Roman
wife. Why is fhe not lady Faulkner ? And why are they
not bleffed with 2 numerous iffue, the happy compound
of their father’s ftoicifm, and their mother’s heroifm? I
have had feveral pacquets from my friend fince this affair
happened, but he has never touched upon it, prudently
obferving, I prefume, the advice of Horace, Qua defpe-
res tractata nitefcere poffe, relingue. (Whatever cannot

be improved by handling, is beft let alone.)
Are
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