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418 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS

LB R R EXXTER.

TO0- THE SAM-E.
Bath, Nov. 21, 1768,

BELIEVE, my dear general, that you are the firft
L Englifh traveller that could bring teftimonials from
Paris of having kept good company there. [know the
realon of it; but I will not tell you, becaufe I am fure
you know it yourfelf as well as I do.  Qur friend feems
to know it too, and, in juftice to her, I fend you here in-
clofed her letter which you brought. In {feeing my old
acquaintance, the marechal de Richelieu, you faw with-
out exception the greateft, but at the fame time the pret-
ticft, coxcomb in Europe. To be fure, he did not fay a
word of Minorca, Genoa, or lower Saxony. Your late
debate about Corfica was {urely a very idle one. How can
we hinder the French from taking Corfica, but by a war
with France?  And how can we make that war? Where
can we find the money forit? Where can we find a mi-
nifter to conduét it? And where an Eugene or Marlbo-
rough'to command it? Do not put the Gentle Shepherd
upon me for all thefe wheresr.  Befides, 1 fear thére is a
very fore place in this affair.  What will you, gentlemen
of the lower houfe, do with Wilkes the defender of our
liberty ¢ Do not wonder at my queftion, for I know that
not a fortnight ago one minifter afked another that very
queftion, and was anfwered, I do not bnow. As they puz-
zled thremfelves into this difficulty, I confefs T want to fee
how they will puzzle themfelves out of it. * * = =»
k % * # # k3 L 3¥* * *

My old kinfman and cotemporary * is at laft dead, and
for the firft time quiet. He had the ftart of me at his
birth by one year and two months, and [ think we fhall
obferve the fame diftance at our btirial. I own I feel for
his death, not becaufe it will b¢ my turn next, but be-

* Thomas Holles;, ‘duke of Newcafile.
caule
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caufe T knew him to be very good-natured, and his hands
to be extremely clean, and even 100 clean 1f that were
poflible ; for, after all the great offices, which he had held
for fifty years, he died three hundred thoufand pounds
poorer than he was when he firft came into them. A
very unminifterial proceeding! It is a common obferva-
tion, that blind people are apt to be talkative, and it is
no lefs true (as you find to your coft) that deaf people
are apt to be writative; but I am only fo quoad bune,
and from a defire of exprefling the true friendfhip and
efteem with which Iam

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,
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T0O THE SAME.

ﬁatfl, Nov. 27, I:?f:-)u"i-

s 1 R,

O W can un mylord Anglois anfwer a letter frappée ar,

coin du bon- ton de Paris, (that bears the ftamp of
the Paris bon ton ) where flattery pafles only for- common
civility ¢ I muit content myfelf with telling you, in home-
fpun Englifh, that % thank you heartily for your letter
which I received yvelterday; and though I know you flat-
ter me, 1 am extremely pleafed with your thinking me
worth your flattery. T m’aduli, ma tu mi piaci, (you
flatter me, but you pleafe me) 1s a very truc. Italian fay-
ing, which felf-love, if fincere, would confefs.

Conway's motion was the only fenfible one that could
be made, now that the people called minifters' (as the
news papers call the Quakers) have bungled themfelves
into a fituation of not being able to do any thing quite
= * # #: * 3 H# %
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tnemieLve

right.
o 1* q _'_.-[1 1 5 -ﬁ,J[
[ am much obliged to you, and through you to Ma-
dame de Choifeul, for communicating to me the verles,
F i ! . Ay T T verlxr Mt
of the chevalier de Bouflers ; they are exceedingly pretty

Ec2 and,
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