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420 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

and, had you not told me the author, I fhould have mif-
taken them for Voltaire’s, a miftake which no auther
could have no reafon to take ill. The oth line is ex-
tremely pretty, though not quite new; but the laft line
of all is new, true, and wonderfully delicate, perhaps too
delicate for our folid found claflical judges to relifh,
who will call it French tinfel.

I will abruptly with you good night; and am

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET T E R XCL
TO THE S AM L.

Blackheath, Aug. 6, 1760.
5 TR,

AM extremely obliged to you for the favour of your
letter ; it informs me of an event which [ thould hardly
have believed from a lefs authentic hand than yours.
The journey to Wootton {feems to confirm the reunion of
the triumvirate ; but ftill it is a triumvirate, and a trium-
virate confifts of three, who, without an Athanafian
“unity, which is not to be expeéted, will be fubjeét to ac-
cidents and jealoufies. This [ amgfure of, that it is the
intereft of all the three to keep ftritly united. It will
alarm the adminiftration; but ftill I think they will hold
it out another year, by certain ways and means, which
the payment of the civil debts will enable them to put in
prattice, and you well know that the votes in both the
chafte houfes of parliament are counted, not weighed.
Another thing will be of ufe to the adminiftration, which
is, that faftious and feditious {pirit that has appeared of
late in petitions, aflociations, &c. which fhocks all fober
thinking people, and will hinder them from going fo far
as otherwife they would have gone. At the latter end of
king Charles the fecond’s reign, the two belligerant par-
ties
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ties remonitrated and addrefled, upon which my grand-
father Halifax told the king, that the remonftrants {pit in
his face, and that the addreflers fpit in his mouth. The
livery petition feems to be of the former kind. But enough
of politics, which, from long difufe, and feeing them at
prefent only remotely and through a mift, 1 muft neceffa-
rily talk abfurdly about.

As to my own decayed carcafe, which you fo kindly
inquire after, I can only tell you that it crumbles away
daily ; my eyes are {till fo bad, that they are of little ufe
to a deaf man, who lived by reading alone ; many O her
phyfical ills croud upon me, and I have drained Pandora’s
box, without finding hope at the bottom. The taxes that
nature lays upon old age are very heavy ; and I would
rather that death would diftrain at once, than groan lon-
ger under the burthen.

Pray, how have I deferved fome compliments in your
letter ? I cannot recollet that I have ever offended you ;
I never made you any compliments, and 1 am fure that 1
do not make you one now, when I affure you that I am,
with the trueft efteem and friendthip,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD,
ray, make my compliments to futfi quanti where you

are, with whom I have paffed the moft agreeable time
of my life formerly at Stowe.

LET.
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