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422 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

LB TS -E-R--XCILY,
From Dr; SwirT to the Earl of CHEESTERFIELD.

November 10, 1730,
MY LORD,

W AS pofitively advifed by a friend, whofe opinion
has much weight with me, and who has a great vene-
ration for your lordfhip, to venture a letter of follicitation:
and it is the firlt requelt of this kind that I ever made,
fince--the -public changes, in times, perfons, meafures,
and opinions, drove me into diftance and obfcurity.
There is an honeft man, whofe name is Launcelot; he
has been long a fervant to my lord Suffex : he married a
relation ‘of mine, a widow, with a tolerable jointure;
which,-depending upon 2 leale which the duke of Graf-
ton: fuffered to expire about three years ago, funk half
her little fortune. Mr. Launcelot had many promifes
from the duke of Dorfet, while his grace held that office
which is now in your lordfhip+; buat they all failed, after
the ufual fate that the bulk of court-fuiters muft expeét.
I am very fenfible that I have no manner of claim to
the leaft favour from your lordthip, whom I have hardly
the honor to be known. to, although you were always
plealed to treat me with much humanity, and with more
diftinction than I could pretend to deferve. I am likewife
conicious of that demerit which I have largely thared with
all thofe who concerned themfelves in a court and miniftry,
whofe maxims and proceedings have been ever fince
fo much exploded. But your lordihip will grant me
leave to fay, that, in thofe times, when any perfons of
.the ejected party came to colirt, and were of tolerable
confequence, they never failed to fucceed in any reafon-
able requelt they made for a friend. And, when I fome-

¥ Though thefe three letters have been printed already, yet as they
are fo charadteriftic, and do fo much honor to our noble author, it was
thought notimproper to detach them from the voluminous colle@ion, in
which they are difperfed, to unire them in this.

 The earl of Chefterficld was then lord fteward of his majefty’s
howsienold,

times
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 11l 1LET. XCII. XCIH.-— 4323 4.3
times added my poor folicitations, I ufed to quote the then |
minifters a paflage in the Gofpel, the poor (meaning their
own dependents) you bave always with you, &C. i

This is the firongelt argument [ have, tointreat your
ordfhip’s favour from Mr. Launcelot, whoisa perfect
honeft man, and as loyalas you could with. His wife, my I
near relation, has been my favourite from her youth, and VI
as deferving as it is poffible for one of herlevel. ltisun- b 1
derftood, that fome little employments about the court |
may be often in your lordthip’s difpofal ; and that my lord ]
Suflex will give Mr. Launcelot the chara&er he deferves: |
and then let my petition be (to fpeak in my own trade)
a drop in the bucket.

Remember, mylord, that, although this letter belong,
yet what particularly concerns my requeft is but of a few

lines.

I {hall not congratulate with your lordfhip upon any of
your prefent great employments, or upon the greateft that
can poflibly be given to you; becaufe you are one of thofe
very few, who do more honour to a court, than you can
poflibly receive from it, which I take to be a greater com-
pliment to a court than it is to your lordfhip.

Iam,

My lord, &c.

; Do i bt e 1 XCHL
From the Earl of CuesTERFIELD 1O Do&tor SWIET.

Hague, Dec. 15, N S. 1730.
s TR,

OU need not have made any excufe to me for your
folicitation; on the contrary, I am proud of being HEE
the firflt perfon, to whom you have thought it worth the ik
while to apply fince thofe changes, which; you fay, drove |
you into diftance and obfcurity. I very well know -

the perfon you recommend to me, having hn‘igcd};}t
1118
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